
Disclaimer :

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in this
and other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development work
and is to the best of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to specifications
and information related to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal diagnostic or therapeutic use but for
laboratory, research or further manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not be considered
as a warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.

MeRS Selective Supplement FD229
An antimicrobial supplement recommended for the selective isolation of Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus aureus from 
clinical specimens.

Composition
Per vial sufficient for 500 ml medium

*Ingredients Concentration
Methicillin 2mg

Revision : 02/2022* Not For Medicinal Use

HiMedia Laboratories Pvt. Ltd. Corporate Office : Plot No. C-40, Road No.21Y, MIDC, Wagle Industrial Area, Thane (W) - 400604, India. Customer 
care No.: 022-6147 1919 Email: techhelp@himedialabs.com  Website: www.himedialabs.com

Directions:
Rehydrate the contents of one vial with 5 ml of sterile distilled water and aseptically add to 500 ml of sterile, molten, 
cooled (45-50ºC) MeReSa Agar Base M1594/ HiCrome™ MeReSa Agar, Base M1674/ HiCrome™ MeReSa HiVeg™ Agar 
Base MV1674/ HiCrome™ MeReSa HiCynth™ Agar Base MCD1674/ HiCrome™ MRSA Agar Base, Modified    M1953.     
This supplement can either be used individually or in combination with FD259 Cf Selective Supplement II for more 
selectivity. Mix well and pour into sterile Petri plates. Mix well and pour into sterile petri plates.

Type of specimen 
Clinical samples -  Mouth, skin, intestine, upper respiratory tract of humans, urine, pus, wound samples etc.

Specimen Collection and Handling
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (1,2). After use, 
contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding.

Warning & Precautions
In Vitro diagnostic use only. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective gloves/
protective clothing/eye protection/face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while handling specimens and 
culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while handling clinical specimens. 
Safety guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Storage and Shelf Life
Store at 2 - 8°C. Use before expiry date on the label.

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. 
Follow established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact with 
clinical sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (1,2).

Reference
1. Isenberg (Ed.),2004, Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook, Vol.3, American Society for Microbiology,
Washington. D.C.
2. Jorgensen, J.H., Pfaller, M.A., Carroll, K.C., Funke, G., Landry, M.L., Richter, S.S and Warnock., D.W. (2015) Manual of
Clinical Microbiology,11th Edition. Vol. 1.
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Disclaimer :

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in this
and other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development work
and is to the best of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to specifications
and information related to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal diagnostic or therapeutic use but for
laboratory, research or further manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not be considered
as a warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.

FD271AC Selective Supplement
This antibiotic supplement is recommended for selective isolation of MDR strains of Acinetobacter. 
Composition
Per vial sufficient for 500 ml medium

*Ingredients Concentration
Ampicillin, sodium salt 5mg
Ceftazidime 5mg

Directions:
Rehydrate the contents of 1 vial aseptically with 5ml of sterile distilled water. Mix gently to dissolve the contents 
completely. Aseptically add the rehydrated contents to 500ml of sterile, molten, cooled (45-50ºC) Leeds Acinetobacter Agar 
Base M1839 / 500ml of HiCrome™ Acinetobacter Agar Base M1938. Mix well and pour into sterile Petri plates.

Revision : 02/2023* Not For Medicinal Use

Type of specimen  
Clinical- stool, urine, abscess, skin, wounds swabs, nasal swabs, etc.

Specimen Collection and Handling
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (1,2). After 
use, contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding.

Warning & Precautions
In Vitro diagnostic use only. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective gloves/
protective clothing/eye protection/face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while handling specimens 
and culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while handling clinical specimens. 
Safety guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Storage and Shelf Life
Store at 2 - 8°C. Use before expiry date on the label.

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. 
Follow established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact 
with clinical sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (1,2).

Reference
1. Isenberg (Ed.),2004, Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook, Vol.3, American Society for
Microbiology, Washington. D.C.
2. Jorgensen, J.H., Pfaller, M.A., Carroll, K.C., Funke, G., Landry, M.L., Richter, S.S and Warnock., D.W. (2015) Manual
of Clinical Microbiology,11th Edition. Vol. 1.
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FD277VF Selective Supplement
Intended use:
Recommended for selective isolation of Vancomycin Resistant Enterococci (VRE). 
Composition
Per vial sufficient for 500 ml medium

*Ingredients Concentration
Vancomycin 4mg
Fluconazole 5mg

Revision : 00/2024
* Not For Medicinal Use

Directions:
1. This product is available in one size containing 5 vials.
2. The bottles when supplied are intact. Ensure that bottles do not have any cracks or defects.
3. User may remove the desired number of bottles from the box as per their requirement.
4. It should be handled by trained person wearing appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) and sterile gloves.
5. Place the bottles on sterile surfaces such as laminar air flow or sterile working bench.
6. Label them accordingly.
7. Disinfect the outer surface of cap or closures with suitable disinfectant example 70% IPA.
8. Rehydrate the contents of 1 vial aseptically with 5 ml of 50% v/v aqueous ethanol. 
9. Mix well and aseptically add to 500ml of sterile, molten, cooled (45-50°C) HiCrome™ VRE Agar Base M1830/ 

HiCrome™ VRE Agar Base, Modified M1925. Mix well and pour into sterile Petri plates.
10.Follow good lab practices for procedures and disposal.

Type of specimen 
Clinical samples -  faecal sample

Specimen Collection and Handling
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (1,2). After use, 
contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding.

Warning & Precautions
In Vitro diagnostic use only. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective gloves/
protective clothing/eye protection/face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while handling specimens and 
culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while handling clinical specimens. 
Safety guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Storage and Shelf Life
Store at 2 - 8°C. Use before expiry date on the label.

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. 
Follow established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact with 
clinical sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (1,2).

Reference
1. Isenberg (Ed.),2004, Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook, Vol.3, American Society for 
Microbiology, Washington. D.C.
2. Jorgensen, J.H., Pfaller, M.A., Carroll, K.C., Funke, G., Landry, M.L., Richter, S.S and Warnock., D.W. (2015) Manual 
of Clinical Microbiology,11th Edition. Vol. 1.
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Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Disclaimer :

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in this and 
other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development work and is to the best 
of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to specifications and information related 
to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal or therapeutic use but for laboratory,diagnostic, research or further 
manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not be considered as a warranty of any kind, expressed or 
implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.

HiMedia Laboratories Pvt. Ltd. Corporate Office : Plot No.C-40, Road No.21Y, MIDC, Wagle Industrial Area, Thane (W) - 400604, India. 
Customer care No.: 022-6147 1919 Email: techhelp@himedialabs.com  Website: www.himedialabs.com
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Disclaimer :

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in this
and other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development work
and is to the best of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to specifications
and information related to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal diagnostic or therapeutic use but for
laboratory, research or further manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not be considered
as a warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.

AC3F Selective Supplement FD278

Recommended for the detection of Extended Spectrum Beta lactamase producing organisms.

Composition
Per vial sufficient for 500 ml medium

*Ingredients Concentration
Ceftazidime 1.50mg
Cefotaxime 1.50mg
Ceftriazone 1.00mg
Aztreonam 1.00mg
Fluconazole 5.00mg

Revision : 02/2022* Not For Medicinal Use

Directions:
Rehydrate the contents of 1 vial aseptically with 5 ml sterile distilled water. Mix well and aseptically add to 500ml of sterile, 
molten, cooled (45-50°C) HiCrome™ ESBL Agar M1829. Mix well and pour into sterile Petri plates.

Type of specimen 
Clinical samples - rectal screening swabs, faecal samples, etc. or from isolated colony 

Specimen Collection and Handling
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (1,2). After use, 
contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding.

Warning & Precautions
In Vitro diagnostic use only. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective gloves/
protective clothing/eye protection/face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while handling specimens and 
culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while handling clinical specimens. 
Safety guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Storage and Shelf Life
Store at 2 - 8°C. Use before expiry date on the label.

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. 
Follow established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact with 
clinical sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (1,2).

Reference
1. Isenberg (Ed.),2004, Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook, Vol.3, American Society for
Microbiology, Washington. D.C.
2. Jorgensen, J.H., Pfaller, M.A., Carroll, K.C., Funke, G., Landry, M.L., Richter, S.S and Warnock., D.W. (2015) Manual
of Clinical Microbiology,11th Edition. Vol. 1.
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FD283RCh250 Selective Supplement
An antibiotic supplement recommended for the selective isolation of  Candida species.

Composition
Per vial sufficient for 500 ml medium

*Ingredients Concentration
Chloramphenicol 250mg

Revision : 02/2023

Directions:
Rehydrate the contents of 1 vial aseptically with 2 ml of 95% queoua ethanol. Mix well and aseptically add to 500 ml of 

sterile, molten cooled (45-50ºC) HiCrome™ Candida Differential Agar Base M1297AR. Mix well and pour into sterile Petri 

plates.

Type of specimen 
Clinical samples - Blood; Food and dairy samples

Specimen Collection and Handling
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (1,2).
For food and dairy samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines 
(3,4). After use, contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding.

Warning & Precautions
In Vitro diagnostic use. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective gloves/
protective clothing/eye protection/face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while handling specimens 
and culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while handling specimens. Safety 
guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Storage and Shelf Life
Store at 2 - 8°C. Use before expiry date on the label.

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. Follow 
established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact with sample must 
be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (1,2).
Reference

1.Isenberg (Ed.),2004, Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook, Vol.3, American Society for Microbiology,
Washington. D.C.
2.Jorgensen, J.H., Pfaller, M.A., Carroll, K.C., Funke, G., Landry, M.L., Richter, S.S and Warnock., D.W. (2015) Manual of
Clinical Microbiology,11th Edition. Vol. 1.
3.American Public Health Association, Standard Methods for the Examination of Dairy Products, 1978, 14th Ed.,
Washington D.C.
4.Salfinger Y., and Tortorello M.L., 2015, Compendium of Methods for the Microbiological Examination of Foods, 5th Ed.,
American Public Health Association, Washington, D.C.

* Not For Medicinal Use

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.

https://himedialabs.com/TD/M1297AR.pdf
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Disclaimer :

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in
this and other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development
work and is to the best of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to
specifications and information related to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal or therapeutic use but
for laboratory,diagnostic, research or further manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not
be considered as a warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.

HiMedia Laboratories Pvt. Ltd. Corporate Office : Plot No. C-40, Road No.21Y, MIDC, Wagle Industrial Area, Thane (W) - 400604, India. 
Customer care No.: 022-6147 1919 Email: techhelp@himedialabs.com  Website: www.himedialabs.com
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FD3353

Ingredients Concentration
Vancomycin  10.00 mg

VCC Selective Supplement
Recommended for the selective isolation of  Acinetobacter species.

Composition**
Per vial, sufficient for 1000 ml medium

Cefsulodin   15.00 mg
Cefradine  50.00 mg

Directions
Rehydrate the contents of 1 vial aseptically with 2ml of 0.1N NaOH and 3 ml of sterile distilled water. Mix gently 
to dissolve the contents completely.  Aseptically add the rehydrated contents to 1000ml of sterile, molten, cooled (45-50°
C) Leeds Acinetobacter Agar Base  M1839  / HiCrome™ Acinetobacter Agar Base  M1938.  Mix well and pour into sterile 
Petri plates.

Type of specimen  
Clinical- stool, urine, skin, wounds swabs, nasal swabs, etc.

Specimen Collection and Handling
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (1,2). After use, 
contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding.

Warning & Precautions
In Vitro diagnostic use only. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective gloves/
protective clothing/eye protection/face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while handling specimens and 
culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while handling clinical specimens. Safety 
guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Storage and Shelf Life
Store at 2 - 8°C. Use before expiry date on the label.

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. Follow 
established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact with clinical 
sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (1,2).

Reference
1. Isenberg (Ed.),2004, Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook, Vol.3, American Society for Microbiology,
Washington. D.C.
2. Jorgensen, J.H., Pfaller, M.A., Carroll, K.C., Funke, G., Landry, M.L., Richter, S.S and Warnock., D.W. (2015) Manual of
Clinical Microbiology,11th Edition. Vol. 1.

* Not For Medicinal Use

Revision : 02/2024

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.

http://himedialabs.com/TD/M1839.pdf
http://himedialabs.com/TD/M1938.pdf
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Disclaimer :

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in
this and other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development
work and is to the best of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to
specifications and information related to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal or therapeutic use but
for laboratory,diagnostic, research or further manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not
be considered as a warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.
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Disclaimer :

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in this
and other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development work
and is to the best of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to specifications
and information related to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal diagnostic or therapeutic use but for
laboratory, research or further manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not be considered
as a warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.

Carba Selective Supplement FD357
Recommended for isolation of Carbapenem  resistant Enterobacteriaceae from clinical samples. 

Composition
Per vial sufficient for 1000 ml medium

*Ingredients Concentration
Selective mix 50mg

Revision : 02/2023* Not For Medicinal Use

Directions:
Rehydrate the contents of one vial aseptically with 2 ml of 0.2N NaOH and 8ml of sterile distilled water. Mix 
well and aseptically add to 1000 ml of  sterile, molten, cooled (45-50°C) HiCrome™ CarbaResist Agar Base M2099. Mix 
well and pour into sterile Petri plates.

Type of specimen  
Clinical samples

Specimen Collection and Handling
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (1,2). 
After use, contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding.

Warning & Precautions
In Vitro diagnostic use only. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective 
gloves/protective clothing/eye protection/face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while handling 
specimens and culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while handling clinical 
specimens. Safety guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Storage and Shelf Life
Store at 2 - 8°C. Use before expiry date on the label.

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. 
Follow established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact 
with clinical sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (1,2).

Reference

1. Isenberg (Ed.),2004, Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook, Vol.3, American Society for 
Microbiology, Washington. D.C.
2. Jorgensen, J.H., Pfaller, M.A., Carroll, K.C., Funke, G., Landry, M.L., Richter, S.S and Warnock., D.W. (2015) Manual 
of Clinical Microbiology,11th Edition. Vol. 1.
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M001Nutrient Agar
Intended use
Nutrient Agar is used as a general purpose medium for the cultivation of less fastidious microorganisms, can 
be enriched with blood or other biological fluids.

Composition**
Ingredients g / L
Peptone 5.000
Sodium chloride 5.000
HM peptone B# 1.500
Yeast extract 1.500
Agar 15.000
Final pH ( at 25°C) 7.4±0.2
**Formula adjusted, standardized to suit performance parameters
# - Equivalent to Beef extract 

Directions
Suspend 28.0 grams in 1000 ml purified / distilled water. Heat to boiling to dissolve the medium completely. Sterilize 
by autoclaving at 15 lbs pressure (121°C) for 15 minutes. Cool to 45-50°C. If desired ,the medium can be enriched with 
5-10%  blood or other biological fluids. Mix well and pour into sterile Petri plates.

Principle And Interpretation
Nutrient media are basic culture media used for maintaining microorganisms, cultivating fastidious organisms by 
enriching with serum or blood and are also used for purity checking prior to biochemical or serological testing (1,2). 
Nutrient Agar is ideal for demonstration and teaching purposes where a more prolonged survival of cultures at ambient 
temperature is often required without risk of overgrowth that can occur with more nutritious substrate. This relatively 
simple formula has been retained and is still widely used in the microbiological examination of variety of materials and 
is also recommended by standard methods. It is one of the several non-selective media useful in routine cultivation of 
microorganisms  (3,4). It can be used for the cultivation and enumeration of bacteria which are not particularly fastidious. 
Addition of different biological fluids such as horse or sheep blood, serum, egg yolk etc. makes it suitable for the cultivation 
of related fastidious organisms. Peptone, HM peptone B and yeast extract provide the necessary nitrogen compounds, 
carbon, vitamins and also some trace ingredients necessary for the growth of bacteria. Sodium chloride maintains the 
osmotic equilibrium of the medium.

Type of specimen 
Clinical samples - faeces, urine ; Food and dairy samples;  Water samples

Specimen Collection and Handling: 
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (5,6). 
For food and dairy samples, follow appropriate techniques for sample collection and processing as per guidelines (3,4,7).   
For water samples, follow appropriate techniques for sample collection, processing as per guidelines and local standards (8). 
After use, contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding. 

Warning and Precautions :
In Vitro diagnostic use. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective 
gloves/protective clothing/eye protection/ face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while 
handling specimens and culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while 
handling clinical specimens. Safety guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Limitations :
1. Individual organisms differ in their growth requirement and may show variable growth patterns on the medium.
2. Each lot of the medium has been tested for the organisms specified on the COA. It is recommended to users to validate the 
medium for any specific microorganism other than mentioned in the COA based on the user’s unique requirement.
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HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

Organism Inoculum
(CFU)

Growth Recovery

 expiry period when stored at   
Performance and Evaluation
Performance of the medium is expected when used as per the direction on the label within the 
recommended temperature.

Quality Control
Appearance
Cream to yellow homogeneous free flowing powder
Gelling
Firm, comparable with 1.5% Agar gel
Colour and Clarity of prepared medium
Light yellow coloured clear to slightly opalescent gel forms in Petri plates
Reaction
Reaction of 2.8% w/v aqueous solution at 25°C. pH : 7.4±0.2
pH
7.20-7.60

Cultural Response
Productivity : Cultural characteristics observed after an incubation at 35-37°C for 18-48 hours.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.

Escherichia coli ATCC 
25922 (00013*)

50-100

Pseudomonas aeruginosa 
ATCC 27853 (00025*)

50-100

Salmonella Typhi ATCC
6539

50-100

Staphylococcus aureus 
subsp. aureus ATCC 
25923 (00034*)

50-100

Streptococcus pyogenes 
ATCC 19615

50-100

good-luxuriant      >=70%

good-luxuriant      >=70%

good-luxuriant      >=70%

good-luxuriant       >=70%

Salmonella Enteritidis 
ATCC 13076 (00030*)

50-100

Salmonella Typhimurium 
ATCC 14028 (00031*)

50-100

Yersinia enterocolitica 
ATCC 9610 (00038*)

50-100

Yersinia enterocolitica 
ATCC 23715 (00160*)

50-100

good-luxuriant       >=70%

good-luxuriant >=70%

good-luxuriant >=70%

good-luxuriant >=70%

good-luxuriant       >=70%

Key : (*) Corresponding WDCM numbers.

Storage and Shelf Life
Store between 10-30°C in a tightly closed container and the prepared medium at 20-30°C. Use before expiry date on 
the label. On opening, product should be properly stored dry, after tightly capping the bottle in order to prevent lump 
formation due to the hygroscopic nature of the product. Improper storage of the product may lead to lump formation. 
Store in dry ventilated area protected from extremes of temperature and sources of ignition. Seal the container tightly 
after use. Product performance is best if used within stated expiry period. 

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. Follow 
established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact with clinical 
sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (5,6). 

Productivity
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Disclaimer :

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in this and 
other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development work and is to the best 
of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to specifications and information related 
to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal or therapeutic use but for laboratory,diagnostic, research or further 
manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not be considered as a warranty of any kind, expressed or 
implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.
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Washington D.C.
4.Salfinger Y., and Tortorello M.L., 2015, Compendium of Methods for the Microbiological Examination of Foods, 5th
Ed., American Public Health Association, Washington, D.C.
5.Isenberg, H.D. Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook 2nd Edition.
6.Jorgensen, J.H., Pfaller, M.A., Carroll, K.C., Funke, G., Landry, M.L., Richter, S.S and Warnock., D.W. (2015) Manual
of Clinical Microbiology, 11th Edition. Vol. 1.
7.Wehr H. M. and Frank J. H., 2004, Standard Methods for the Microbiological Examination of Dairy Products, 17th
Ed.,APHA Inc., Washington, D.C.
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M130

Ingredients g / L
Tryptose 10.000
Yeast extract 5.000
Dextrose (Glucose) 10.000
Arabinose 5.000
Saccharose (Sucrose) 5.000
Sodium acetate 15.000
Ammonium citrate 2.000
Potassium dihydrogen phosphate 6.000
Magnesium sulphate 0.570
Manganese sulphate 0.120
Ferrous sulphate 0.030
Polysorbate 80 (Tween 80) 1.000
Agar 15.000
Final pH ( at 25°C) 5.4±0.2

Rogosa SL Agar
Intended Use:
Recommended for selective cultivation of oral and faecal Lactobacilli.

Composition**

**Formula adjusted, standardized to suit performance parameters

Directions
Suspend 74.72 grams in 1000 ml purified / distilled water. Heat to boiling to dissolve the medium completely. Add 1.32 
ml glacial acetic acid. Mix thoroughly, distribute into culture tubes or flasks. Heat to 90 - 100°C for 2-3 minutes. Cool to 

45-50°C for direct inoculation. DO NOT AUTOCLAVE.

Principle And Interpretation
Rogosa SL Agar also known as RMW Agar, is a modification of the media formulated by Rogosa, Mitchell and Wiseman 
(1,2). This media s used for isolation, enumeration and identification of Lactobacilli from foodstuffs and clinical specimens 
(3,4). Accompanying bacterial flora is suppressed due to the low pH of the medium and also because of the high sodium 
acetate concentration.
Tryptose and yeast extract provide nitrogenous compounds, sulphur, trace elements and vitamin B complex, essential for 
growth of Lactobacilli. Dextrose, arabinose and saccharose are the fermentable carbohydrates. Polysorbate 80 is the source of 
fatty acids. Ammonium citrate and Sodium acetate inhibit moulds, Streptococci and many other organisms. Monopotassium 
phosphate provides buffering capability. Magnesium sulphate, manganese sulphate and ferrous sulphate are sources of 
inorganic ions. Low pH of the medium and addition of acetic acid makes the medium selective for Lactobacilli inhibiting 
other bacterial flora (3).
It is recommended that the plates should be incubated at 30°C for 5 days or at 37°C for 3 days in an atmosphere of 95%
hydrogen and 5% carbon dioxide (5). If this is not possible, overlay the inoculated plates with a second layer of the agar 
before incubation. High acetate concentration and acidic pH suppress many strains of other lactic acid bacteria. All colonies 
should be checked by gram staining and by catalase test before further identification. The salt in the formulation makes the 
medium unsuitable for isolation of dairy Lactobacilli. e.g. L. lactis, L. bulgaricus and  L. helveticus (3,2).

Type of specimen 
Clinical samples - Saliva, faeces, etc., Foodstuffs

Specimen Collection and Handling: 
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (6,7). 
For food and dairy samples, follow appropriate techniques for sample collection and processing as per guidelines (4).
After use, contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding. 
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Organism Inoculum
(CFU)

Growth Recovery

Lactobacillus casei ATCC 
9595

50-100 good - luxuriant>=50%

Lactobacillus fermentum 
ATCC 9338

50-100 good to
luxuriant

>=50%

Lactobacillus leichmanni 
ATCC 4797

50-100 good to
luxuriant

>=50%

Lactobacillus plantarum 
ATCC 8014

50-100 good-luxuriant >=50%

Staphylococcus aureus 
subsp. aureus ATCC 

>=104 inhibited 0%

Warning and Precautions 
In Vitro diagnostic Use. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective 
gloves/protective clothing/eye protection/ face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while handling 
specimens and culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while handling clinical 
specimens. Safety guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Limitations :
1. It is recommended that the plates should be incubated at 30°C for 5 days or at 37°C for 3 days in an atmosphere of
95%hydrogen and 5% carbon dioxide (7). If this is not possible, overlay the inoculated plates with a second layer of the
agar before incubation.
2. High acetate concentration and acidic pH suppress many strains of other lactic acid bacteria.
3. All colonies should be checked by gram staining and by catalase test before further identification.

Performance and Evaluation
Performance of the medium is expected when used as per the direction on the label within   the expiry period when 
stored at recommended temperature.
Quality Control
Appearance
Cream to yellow homogeneous soft lumps which can be easily broken down to powder form.
Gelling
Firm, comparable with 1.5% Agar gel
Colour and Clarity of prepared medium
Light yellow coloured opalescent gel forms in Petri plates
Reaction
Reaction of 7.5% w/v aqueous solution with 0.132% v/v acetic acid at 25°C. pH : 5.4±0.2
pH
5.20-5.60
Cultural Response
Cultural characteristics observed in presence of 5% Carbon dioxide (CO2) and 95% H2 after an incubation at 35-37°C for 
40-48 hours.

25923 (00034*)

Key : (*) Corresponding WDCM numbers. 

Storage and Shelf Life
Store dehydrated and the prepared medium at 2-8°C. Use before expiry date on the label. On opening, product should 
be properly stored dry, after tightly capping the bottle in order to prevent lump formation due to the hygroscopic 
nature of the product. Improper storage of the product may lead to lump formation. Store in dry ventilated 
area protected from extremes of temperature and sources of ignition Seal the container tightly after use. 
Product performance is best if used within stated expiry period. 

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. Follow 
established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact with clinical 
sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (6,7). 

Reference

1. Rogosa M., Mitchell J. A. and Wiseman R. F, 1951, J. Bacteriol., 62, 132-133.
2. Rogosa M., Mitchell J. A. and Wiseman R. F., 1951, J. Dental Res. 30:682.
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and Wilkins, Baltimore. Md.
4.Salfinger Y., and Tortorello M.L. Fifth (Ed.), 2015, Compendium of Methods for the Microbiological Examination of
Foods, 5th Ed., American Public Health Association, Washington, D.C.
5.Sharpe M. L. (Ed.), 1960, Lab-Practice, 9(4): 223.
6.Isenberg, H.D. Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook 2nd Edition.
7.Jorgensen, J.H., Pfaller, M.A., Carroll, K.C., Funke, G., Landry, M.L., Richter, S.S and Warnock., D.W. (2015) Manual of
Clinical Microbiology, 11th Edition. Vol. 1.

Disclaimer :

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in this and 
other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development work and is to the best 
of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to specifications and information related 
to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal or therapeutic use but for laboratory,diagnostic, research or further 
manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not be considered as a warranty of any kind, expressed or 
implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.
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M189TCBS Agar 
Intended Use:
Recommended for the selective isolation and cultivation of  Vibrio cholerae  and other enteropathogenic Vibrio's  
causing food poisoning from clinical and food specimen.

Composition**
Ingredients g / L 
Proteose peptone 10.000
Yeast extract 5.000
Sodium thiosulphate 10.000
Sodium citrate 10.000
Bile 8.000
Sucrose 20.000
Sodium chloride 10.000
Ferric citrate 1.000
Bromo thymol blue 0.040
Thymol blue 0.040
Agar 15.000
Final pH ( at 25°C) 8.6±0.2
**Formula adjusted, standardized to suit performance parameters

Directions
Suspend 89.08 grams in 1000 ml purified/ distilled water. Heat to boiling to dissolve the medium completely. DO NOT 
AUTOCLAVE. Cool to 45-50°C. Mix well and pour into sterile Petri plates.

Principle And Interpretation
TCBS Agar was developed by Kobayashi et al (1), who modified the selective medium of Nakanishi (2). Although this 
medium was originally designed for the isolation of V.cholerae and V. parahaemolyticus, most Vibrio's  grow to healthy 
large colonies with many different colonial morphologies. TCBS Agar is also recommended by APHA for the selective 
isolation of V. cholerae and V. parahaemolyticus (3,4). Enrichment in Alkaline Peptone Water (M618), followed by 
isolation on TCBS Agar is routinely used for isolation of V.cholerae (5,6,7).
Proteose peptone and yeast extract provide nitrogenous compounds, vitamin B complex and other essential growth nutrients. 
Bile, a derivative of bile salts and sodium citrate inhibit gram-positive bacteria and coliforms (8). Sodium thiosulphate serves 
as a good source of sulphur, which in combination with ferric citrate detects the production of hydrogen sulphide. For the 
metabolism of Vibrio's, sucrose is added as a fermentable carbohydrate. Vibrio  that is able to utilize sucrose will from yellow 
colonies. Bromothymol blue and thymol blue are the pH indicators. The alkaline pH of the medium improves the recovery of 
V.cholerae. Strains of V. cholerae produce yellow colonies on TCBS Agar because of fermentation of sucrose.
V. alginolyticus also produce yellow colonies. V.parahaemolyticus is a sucrose non-fermenting organism and therefore
produces blue-green colonies, as does V.vulnificus.

Type of specimen 
Clinical : faeces, etc; Food samples;  Water samples.

Specimen Collection and Handling
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (7,8).
For food and dairy samples, follow appropriate techniques for sample collection and processing as per guidelines (4,9,10).   
For water samples, follow appropriate techniques for sample collection, processing as per guidelines and local standards (3). 
After use, contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding.
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Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.

Warning and Precautions
In Vitro diagnostic use. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective 
gloves/protective clothing/eye protection/face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while handling 
specimens and culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while handling clinical 
specimens. Safety guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Limitations
1. The medium should be inoculated heavily with faecal specimens because growth of few species may be inhibited on the
medium due to fermentation of sucrose and accumulation of acids.
2. However, occasional isolates of Pseudomonas and  Aeromonas  may also form blue green colonies on TCBS Agar (11).
3. Proteus  species that are sucrose-fermenters may form yellow colonies (11).
4. TCBS Agar is not a suitable medium for oxidase testing of Vibrio species (12).
5. A few strains of V. cholerae  may appear green or colourless on TCBS Agar due to delayed sucrose fermentation (11).
6. TCBS Agar is highly selective for Vibrio species. Any H2S negative colony of TCBS Agar can be considered presumptive
positive for Vibrio.
7. Further biochemical and serological tests must be carried out for complete identification.

Performance and Evaluation
Performance of the medium is expected when used as per the direction on the label within the expiry period when stored 
at recommended temperature.

Quality Control
Appearance
Light yellow to light tan homogeneous free flowing powder
Gelling
Firm, comparable with 1.5% Agar gel
Colour and Clarity of prepared medium
Bluish green coloured clear to slightly opalescent gel forms in Petri plates.
Reaction
Reaction of 8.9% w/v aqueous solution at 25°C. pH : 8.6±0.2
pH
8.40-8.80
Cultural Response
Cultural characteristics observed after an incubation at 35-37°C for 18-24 hours.

Organism GrowthInoculum
(CFU)

Recovery Colour of
colony

>=104 inhibited 0%

Vibrio parahaemolyticus 
NCTC 10885 (00185*)

50-100 bluegood-luxuriant >=50%

Productivity 

50-100 good-luxuriant >=50% greenish yellow

>=104 inhibited 0%

Vibrio furnissii NCTC 
11218 (00186*)

Specificity
Escherichia coli ATCC 
25922 (00013*)
Escherichia coli ATCC 
8739 ( 00012*)

Escherichia coli ATCC 
11775( 00090*)

>=104 inhibited 0%

Additional Microbiological Testing

Vibrio cholerae ATCC 
15748

50-100 yellowgood-luxuriant >=50%

Vibrio parahaemolyticus 
ATCC 17802 (00037*)

50-100 bluegood-luxuriant >=50%
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## Proteus hauseri 
ATCC 13315

>=104 inhibited 0%

Shigella flexneri ATCC 
12022 (00126*)

>=104 inhibited 0%

Enterococcus faecalis 
ATCC 29212 (00087*)

>=104 inhibited 0%

50-100 yellowVibrio fluvialis ATCC 
33809 (00137*)
Vibrio vulnificus ATCC 
29306

50-100 fair - good >=20% greenish yellow

good-luxuriant >=50%

Key: (*) Corresponding WDCM numbers

Storage and Shelf Life
Store between 10-30°C in a tightly closed container and the prepared medium at 20-30°C. Use before expiry date on 
the label. On opening, product should be properly stored dry, after tightly capping the bottle in order to prevent lump 
formation due to the hygroscopic nature of the product. Improper storage of the product may lead to lump formation. 
Store in dry ventilated area protected from extremes of temperature and sources of ignition Seal the container tightly after 
use. Product performance is best if used within stated expiry period.

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. Follow 
established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact with clinical 
sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (7,8).

Reference
1. Kobayashi T., Enomoto S., Sakazaki R., and Kuwahara S., 1963, Jap. J. Bacteriol., 18: 387.
2. Nakanishi Y., 1963, Modern Media 9: 246.
3. Lipps WC, Braun-Howland EB, Baxter TE,eds. Standard methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater, 24th
ed. Washington DC:APHA Press; 2023.
4. Salfinger Y., and Tortorello M.L. Fifth (Ed.), 2015, Compendium of Methods for the Microbiological Examination of
Foods, 5th Ed., American Public Health Association, Washington, D.C.
5. Forbes B. A., Sahm A. S. and Weissfeld D. F., 1998, Bailey & Scotts Diagnostic Microbiology, 10th Ed., Mosby, Inc.
St. Louis, Mo.
6. Furniss A. L., Lee J. V. and Donovan T. J., 1978, The Vibrios, Public Health Laboratory Service Monograph Series No.
11, Maidstone Public Health Laboratory, H.M.S.O., London, England.
7. Murray P. R., Baron J. H., Pfaller M. A., Jorgensen J. H. and Yolken R. H., (Eds.), 2003, Manual of Clinical
Microbiology, 8th Ed., American Society for Microbiology, Washington, D.C.
8. Isenberg, H.D. Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook. 2nd Edition.
9. Wehr H. M. and Frank J. H., 2004, Standard Methods for the Microbiological Examination of Dairy Products, 17th
Ed.,APHA Inc., Washington, D.C.
10. American Public Health Association, Standard Methods for the Examination of Dairy Products, 1978, 14th Ed.,
Washington  D.C.
11. MacFaddin J. F., 1985, Media for Isolation-Cultivation-Identification-Maintenance of Medical Bacteria, Vol. 1,
Williams & Wilkins, Baltimore, Md.
12. Morris G. K., Merson M. H., Huq A. K., Kibrya A. K. and Black R., 1979, J. Clin. Microbiol., 9:79
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HiCrome™ Candida Differential Agar Base M1297AR
Intended use
HiCrome™ Candida Differential Agar Base is selective and differential medium for rapid isolation and identification 
of Candida  species from mixed cultures from clinical and non-clinical samples.
Composition**
Ingredients
Peptone 4.000
Chromogenic mixture 13.600
Agar 13.600
Final pH ( at 25°C) 6.0±0.2
**Formula adjusted, standardized to suit performance parameters

Directions
Suspend 15.6 gram in 500 ml purified / distilled water. Add the rehydrated contents of one vial of CH250 Selective 
Supplement (FD283R). Heat to boiling with frequent agitation to dissolve the medium completely. DO NOT 
AUTOCLAVE. Cool to 45-50°C. Mix well and pour into sterile Petri plates.

Principle And Interpretation
Perry and Miller (1) reported that Candida albicans produces an enzyme b -N-acetyl- galactosaminidase and according 
to Rousselle et al (2) incorporation of chromogenic or fluorogenic hexosaminidase substrates into the growth medium 
helps in identification of C. albicans isolates directly on primary isolation. HiCrome™ Candida Differential Agar Base 
incorporates two chromogens X-NAG which detects the activity of hexosaminidase and BCIP which detects phosphatase 
activity. HiCrome™ Candida Differential Agar Base is a selective and differential medium, which facilitates rapid isolation of 
yeasts from mixed cultures and allows differentiation of Candida species namely C.albicans, C.krusei, C.tropicalis and 
C.glabrata  on the basis of colouration and colony morphology. On this medium results are obtained within 48 hours and it is 
useful for the rapid and presumptive identification of common yeasts in Mycology and Clinical Microbiology Laboratory. 
Peptone provides nitrogenous, carbonaceous compounds and other essential growth nutrients. Chloramphenicol from the 
supplement suppresses the accompanying bacterial flora. C.albicans appear as light green coloured smooth colonies, 
C.tropicalis  appear as blue to metallic blue coloured raised colonies. C.glabrata, C.kefyr, C.parapsilosis colonies appear as 
cream to white, beige/yellow due to natural pigmentation and some alkaline phosphatase activity, while C.krusei appear as 
pink-purple, fuzzy, dry colonies.

Type of specimen 
Clinical samples - skin scrapings, urine, Food & dairy samples

Specimen Collection and Handling: 
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (3,4). 
For food and dairy samples, follow appropriate techniques for sample collection and processing as per guidelines (5,6). After 
use, contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding. 

Warning and Precautions :
In Vitro diagnostic Use. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective 
gloves/protective clothing/eye protection/ face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while handling 
specimens and culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while handling clinical 
specimens. Safety guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Limitations :
1.Variations in colour intensity may be observed  for Candida isolates depending on the presence of enzymes.
2.Other Candida species may produce light mauve coloured colonies which is also produced by other yeast cells. This must be
confirmed by further biochemical tests.
3.Other filamentous fungi also exhibit colour on this medium.
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Quality Control
Appearance
Cream to beige homogeneous free flowing powder
Gelling
Firm, comparable with 1.36% Agar gel
Colour and Clarity of prepared medium
Light amber coloured, opaque gel forms in Petri plates
Reaction
Reaction of 3.12% w/v aqueous solution at 25°C. pH : 6.0±0.2
pH
5.80-6.20
Cultural Response
Cultural characteristics observed with added HiCrome Candida Differential Selective Supplement (FD283R) after an 
incubation at 30-35°C for 40-48 hours.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.

Candida albicans 
ATCC 10231 (00054*)

50-100 light green

Candida glabrata 
ATCC 15126

50-100 cream to white

#Teunomyces krusei 
ATCC 24408

50-100 purple, fuzzy

50-100

good-luxuriant >=50%

good-luxuriant >=50%

good-luxuriant >=50%

good-luxuriant >=50% blue to purple

Escherichia coli ATCC 
25922 (00013*)

>=104 inhibited 0%

Organism Inoculum
(CFU)

Growth Recovery Colour of
Colony

Candida tropicalis 
ATCC 750
Candida kefyr ATCC 66058 50-100 cream to white with 

slight purple centre
Candida utilis 
ATCC  9950

50-100 pale pink to 
pinkish purple 

good-luxuriant >=50%

good-luxuriant  >=50%

Candida parapsilosis 
ATCC 22019

50-100 white  to creamgood-luxuriant  >=50%

Candida membranifaciens 
ATCC 20137

50-100 white  to creamgood-luxuriant  >=50%

Candida dubliensis 
NCPF 3949

50-100 pale greengood-luxuriant  >=50%

Staphylococcus aureus >=104 inhibited 0%
subsp aureus ATCC 25923 
(00034*)
Key : *Corresponding WDCM numbers.    # -  Formerly known as Candida krusei 

Storage and Shelf Life
Store between 15-25°C in a tightly closed container and the prepared medium at 2-8°C. Use before expiry date 
on the label. On opening, product should be properly stored dry, after tightly capping the bottle in order to prevent 
lump formation due to the hygroscopic nature of the product. Improper storage of the product may lead to lump 
formation. Store in dry ventilated area protected from extremes of temperature and sources of ignition Seal the 
container tightly after use. Product performance is best if used within stated expiry period. 

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this 
product. Follow established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into 
contact with clinical sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques 
(3,4). 

   expiry period when stored at Performance of the medium is expected when used as per the direction on the label within the
recommended temperature.

Performance and evaluation
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Disclaimer :

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in this and 
other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development work and is to the best 
of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to specifications and information related 
to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal or therapeutic use but for laboratory,diagnostic, research or further 
manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not be considered as a warranty of any kind, expressed or 
implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.
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M1829

Ingredients g/ L
Peptone mix 12.000
Chromogenic mixture 4.000
Sodium chloride 5.000
Buffer mix 4.000
Agar 15.000
Final pH ( at 25°C) 6.8±0.2

HiCrome™ ESBL Agar Base
Intended Use:
Recommended for selective isolation Extended-Spectrum ß-lactamase-Producing Enterobacteriaeceae. 

Composition**

**Formula adjusted, standardized to suit performance parameters

Directions
Suspend 40.0 gram in 1000 ml purified / distilled water. Heat to boiling to dissolve the medium completely. 
Sterilize by autoclaving at 15 lbs pressure (121°C) for 15 minutes. Cool to 45-50°C and add rehydrated contents 
of two vials of AC3F Selective Supplement (FD278). Mix well and pour into sterile Petri plates.

Principle And Interpretation
Extended-spectrum ß-lactamase (ESBL)-producing organisms are an increasing challenge for healthcare practitioners 
fighting healthcare-associated infections (HAIs). Escherichia coli, Klebsiella pneumoniae, and Klebsiella oxytoca are the 
most common ESBL-producing pathogens (1). ESBL-producing organisms are generally resistant to many classes of 
antibiotics, including aminoglycosides and fluoroquinolones; ESBL-producing organisms are able to attack newer cephems 
and monobactams as well as narrow-spectrum cephalosporins and antigram-negative penicillins (1). They are associated 
with increased mortality and are difficult to detect and treat. The widespread use of extended-spectrum, third-generation 
cephalosporins, introduced in the 1980's to treat antibiotic-resistant bacteria, is believed to be a major contributor to the 
emergence of ESBL-producing organisms.

HiCrome™ ESBL Agar Base is chromogenic screening medium for the selective isolation of ESBL producing organisms. 
It contains peptone mix which serves as the carbon and nitrogen sources, long chain amino acids, vitamins and other 
growth nutrients. Chromogenic mixture is used to differentiate the ESBL producing organisms on the basis of colour. 
AC3F Selective Supplement (FD278) helps in inhibition of other contaminating organisms. ESBL producing E.coli grow as 
either pink or purple colonies. 

ESBL producing members of the KESC group produce bluish green colonies; Proteus, Morganella and Providencia do not 
utilize any chromogen resulting in colourless to light brown colonies. This medium can be inoculated with liquid 
suspension equivalent to 0.5 McFarland turbidity, prepared from rectal screening swabs, faecal samples or from isolated 
colony. Isolated colonies should not be directly plated on to this medium, because the high level inoculum may cause false 
positive results. Further confirmation using biochemical identification tests is recommended.

Type of specimen 
Clinical samples - rectal screening swabs, urine, faecal samples, etc. or from isolated colony.

Specimen Collection and Handling 
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (2,3). 
After use, contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding. 
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Organism Inoculum
(CFU)

Growth Recovery Colour of
Colony

Escherichia coli 
NCTC 13351

50-100 luxuriant >=50% pink to purple

Klebsiella pneumoniae 
ATCC 700603

50-100 luxuriant >=50% bluish green

Enterobacter cloacae 
ATCC 23355

>=104 inhibited 0% -

Citrobacter freundii 
ATCC 8090

>=104 inhibited 0%

Candida albicans 
ATCC 10231 (00054*)

>=104 inhibited 0%

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.

Warning and Precautions 
In Vitro diagnostic Use only. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective 
gloves/protective clothing/eye protection/ face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while handling 
specimens and culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while handling clinical 
specimens. Safety guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Limitations 

Performance and Evaluation
Performance of the medium is expected when used as per the direction on the label within the  expiry period when stored at 
recommended temperature.

Quality Control
Appearance
Cream to yellow homogeneous free flowing powder
Gelling
Firm, comparable with 1.5% Agar gel
Colour and Clarity of prepared medium
Yellow coloured opalescent gel forms in Petri plates
Reaction
Reaction of 4.0% w/v aqueous solution at 25°C. pH : 6.8±0.2
pH
6.60-7.00
Cultural Response
Cultural characteristics observed after an incubation at 35-37°C for 24 hours with added AC3F Selective Supplement 
(FD278).

Key : (*) Corresponding WDCM numbers.

1. Some species may show poor growth due to nutritional variations.
2. Slight colour variation may be observed depending upon strains.
3. Isolated colonies should not be directly plated on to this medium, because the high level inoculum may cause

false positive results.
4. Further confirmation using biochemical identification tests is recommended.

Storage and Shelf Life
Store between 15-25°C in a tightly closed container and the prepared medium at 2-8°C. Use before expiry date on 
the label. On opening, product should be properly stored dry, after tightly capping the bottle in order to prevent lump 
formation due to the hygroscopic nature of the product. Improper storage of the product may lead to lump formation. 
Store in dry ventilated area protected from extremes of temperature and sources of ignition Seal the container tightly 
after use. Product performance is best if used within stated expiry period. 

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. Follow 
established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact with clinical 
sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (2, 3). 
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1. Journal of Clinical Microbiology, February 2007, Page 501-505, Vol. 45, No. 2
2. Isenberg, H.D. Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook 2nd Edition
3. Jorgensen, J.H., Pfaller, M.A., Carroll, K.C., Funke, G., Landry, M.L., Richter, S.S and Warnock., D.W. (2015), Manual
of Clinical Microbiology, 11th Edition. Vol. 1.
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M1830

Ingredients g / L
Peptone special 25.000
Chromogenic mixture 0.450
Sodium chloride 5.000
Buffering agent 1.250
Salt mixture 4.250
Agar 15.000
Final pH ( at 25°C) 6.5±0.2

HiCrome™ VRE Agar Base
Intended Use
Recommended as a selective media for isolation of Vancomycin Resistant Enterococci (VRE) from clinical specimens.

Composition**

**Formula adjusted, standardized to suit performance parameters

Directions
Suspend 50.95 gram in 1000 ml purified / distilled water. Heat to boiling to dissolve the medium completely. Sterilize 
by autoclaving at 15 lbs pressure (121°C)for 15 minutes. Cool to 45-50°C and aseptically add the rehydrated contents 
of two vials of VF Selective Supplement (FD277). Mix well and pour into sterile Petri plates.

Principle And Interpretation
Enterococci are the common habitants of the normal flora residing in the intestines of mammals (1). Vancomycin 
Resistant Enterococci are the group of Enterococci that have developed resistance towards many antibiotics particularly 
vancomycin. Enterococcal infections that result in human disease can be fatal, particularly those caused by strains of 
vancomycin-resistant enterococci (VRE) (2). Early detection of VRE is important to prevent the emergence 
of vancomycin resistant in Enterococcus faecalis. VRE can be transmitted from person to person, especially 
in a hospital or chronic-care facility. Microscopic amounts of fecal material from an infected or colonized 
patient can contaminate the hospital environment and be a reason for the spread of infection. There are many 
traditional media for the detection of VRE which includes Vancomycin Resistant Enterococci Broth Base/Agar or 
Bile Esculin Agar supplemented with vancomycin. Peptone special in the medium supplies nitrogenous and 
carbonaceous compounds, long chain amino acids, vitamins and other necessary nutrients required for the growth 
of microorganisms. Sodium chloride maintains the osmotic balance. Buffering agents provides buffering to the 
medium. Enterococcus faecalis cleaves the chromogenic substrate in the medium to produce blue coloured colonies, 
which are clearly visible against the opaque background. The supplement added to the medium allows the selective 
isolation of Vancomycin Resistant Enterococci. This medium can be inoculated directly from screening swab, 
isolated colony prepared as a liquid suspension approximately equivalent to 0.5 McFarland turbidity.

Type of specimen 
Clinical samples - faeces, urine, etc.

Specimen Collection and Handling 
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (3,4). 
After use, contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding. 

Warning and Precautions 
In Vitro diagnostic Use only. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear 
protective gloves/protective clothing/eye protection/ face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices 
while handling specimens and culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed 
while handling specimens. Safety guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.
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Organism Inoculum
(CFU)

Growth Recovery Colour of
colony

Enterococcus faecalis (VRE)  
ATCC 51299 (00085*)

50-100 luxuriant >=50% bluish green

>=104 inhibited 0%

>=104 inhibited 0%

Limitations 

Performance and Evaluation
Performance of the medium is expected when used as per the direction on the label within the expiry period  when stored at 
recommended temperature.

Quality Control
Appearance
Cream to yellow homogeneous free flowing powder
Gelling
Firm, comparable with 1.5% Agar gel.
Colour and Clarity of prepared medium
Off white coloured opaque gel forms in Petri plates.
Reaction
Reaction of 5.1% w/v aqueous solution at 25°C. pH : 6.5±0.2
pH
6.30-6.70
Cultural Response
Cultural characteristics observed with added  VF Selective Supplement (FD277), after an incubationat 35-37°C  for  24-48 
hours.

 Enterococcus faecalis ATCC  
29212 (00087*) 
Staphylococcus aureus 
subsp. aureus ATCC 25923 
(00034*)

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.

1. Some intermediate species may show poor growth due to nutritional variations and tolerance to vancomycin.
2. Slight colour variation may be observed depending upon the utilization of the substrate by the organism.
3. Interspecies differentiation between Enterococcus faecalis and Enterococcus faecium cannot be confirmed.
4. Further confirmation has to be carried using sensitivity testing.

Key :* Corresponding WDCM numbers.

Storage and Shelf Life
Store between 15-25°C in a tightly closed container and the prepared medium at 2-8°C. Use before expiry date 
on the label. On opening, product should be properly stored dry, after tightly capping the bottle in order to prevent 
lump formation due to the hygroscopic nature of the product. Improper storage of the product may lead to lump 
formation. Store in dry ventilated area protected from extremes of temperature and sources of ignition Seal the 
container tightly after use. Product performance is best if used within stated expiry period. 

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. Follow 
established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact with 
sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (3,4). 

Reference
1.Mara D., Horan NJ: The Handbook of water, wastewater and microbiology, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, Academic
Press; 2003.
2.Mascini EM, Bonten MJ: Vancomycin- resistant enterococci: consequences for therapy and infection control. Clin
Microbiol Infect.2005,11 (Suppl.4) :43-56
3.Isenberg, H.D. Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook 2nd Edition.
4.Jorgensen, J.H., Pfaller, M.A., Carroll, K.C., Funke, G., Landry, M.L., Richter, S.S and Warnock., D.W. (2015) Manual of
Clinical Microbiology, 11th Edition. Vol. 1.
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M1938

Ingredients
g/ L

Peptone special      9.000
Sodium chloride 5.000
Selective mix 0.500
Chromogenic mixture 1.350
Agar 15.000

7.0±0.2Final pH ( at 25°C)
**Formula adjusted, standardized to suit performance parameters 

Directions

HiCrome™ Acinetobacter Agar Base 
Intended Use
Recommended for selective isolation of Acinetobacter species from environmental and clinical samples.

Composition**

Suspend 30.85 gram in 1000 ml purified/distilled water. Heat to boiling to dissolve the medium completely. DO NOT 
AUTOCLAVE.  Cool to 45-50°C and add the rehydrated contents of two vials of AC Selective Supplement (FD271) or 
one vial of VCC Selective Supplement (FD335). Mix well and pour into sterile Petri plates.

Principle And Interpretation
Acinetobacter species are gram negative bacteria that have been isolated from patients with nosocomial infection, 
environment, soil, and water.  Acinetobacter is mostly found in every type of infections (1). There is an alarming situation 
as Acinetobacter baumannii is found to be resistant to most commonly used antibiotics which includes beta-lactams and 
aminoglycosides (1,2). Immunocompromised patients requiring mechanical respirations are at more risk of infection by 
Acinetobacter species (3). 
Peptone special provides nitrogenous, carbonaceous compounds, amino acids, vitamins and other growth factors essential to 
the organism. Sodium chloride maintains the osmotic balance. Selective mix inhibits gram positive organisms. The 
chromogenic mixture in the medium allows the differentiation of Acinetobacter species from other organisms.

Type of specimen 
Clinical sample: Urine, wounds, nasal swabs, etc.

Specimen Collection and Handling: 
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (4,5). 
After use, contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding.  

Warning and Precautions :
In Vitro diagnostic Use only. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective 
gloves/protective clothing/eye protection/ face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while handling 
specimens and culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while handling clinical 
specimens. Safety guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Limitations :
1.Individual organisms differ in their growth requirement and may show variable growth patterns on the medium.
2.Each lot of the medium has been tested for the organisms specified on the COA. It is recommended to users to validate the
medium for any specific microorganism other than mentioned in the COA based on the user’s unique requirement.
3.Slight colour variation may be observed depending upon the utilization of the substrate by the organism.

Performance and Evaluation
Performance of the medium is expected when used as per the direction on the label within the expiry period when stored at 
recommended temperature.
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Acinetobacter baumannii 
ATCC 19606

>=104 Inhibited 0 %

>=104 Inhibited 0 %

>=104 Inhibited 0 %

Escherichia coli ATCC 
25922 (00013*)

>=104 Inhibited 0 %

Enterococcus faecalis 
ATCC 29212 (00087*)

>=104 Inhibited 0 % -

-

-Acinetobacter haemolyticus 
ATCC 19002

-Acinetobacter lwofii 
ATCC 15309

-

Quality Control
Appearance
Light yellow to yellow homogeneous free flowing powder
Gelling
Firm, comparable with 1.5% Agar gel 
Colour and Clarity of prepared medium
White to cream opaque gel forms in Petri plate.
Reaction
Reaction of 3.09% w/v aqueous solution at 25°C. pH : 7.0±0.2
pH
6.8-7.2
Cultural Response
Cultural characteristics observed with added supplement (FD271 or FD335) after an incubation at 35-37°C for 24-48 
hours.

Organism Inoculum
(CFU)

Growth Recovery Colour of
colony

Acinetobacter baumannii 
ATCC BAA-1605

50 -100 luxuriant >=50 % Light purple
-purple

Acinetobacter baumannii 
ATCC BAA-747

>=104 Inhibited 0 % -

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.

1.Valentine, S.C., et.al. 2008 Phenotypic and molecular characterization of Acinetobacter baumannii. Clinical isolates from
nosocomial outbreaks in Los Angeles Country, California. J.Clin. Microbiology.; 46:2499-2507
2.Montefour, K., et.al.2008. Acinetobacter baumannii : An Emerging Multidrug Resistant pathogen in critical care
Nurse;28:15-25.
3.Bergogne- Berezin, E., m. L. Joly-Guillou, and J.F. Vieu. 1987. Epidemiology of nosocomial infections due to
Acinetobacter calcoaceticus . J. Hosp. Infect. 10:105-113.
4.Isenberg, H.D. Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook 2nd Edition.
5.Jorgensen, J.H., Pfaller, M.A., Carroll, K.C., Funke, G., Landry, M.L., Richter, S.S and Warnock., D.W. (2015) Manual
of Clinical Microbiology, 11th Edition. Vol. 1.

Revision : 05/2024

Key : (*) Corresponding WDCM numbers.

Storage and Shelf Life
Store dehydrated powder and prepared medium between 2-8°C. Use before expiry date on the label. On opening, product 
should be properly stored dry, after tightly capping the bottle in order to prevent lump formation due to the hygroscopic 
nature of the product. Improper storage of the product may lead to lump formation. Store in dry ventilated area 
protected from extremes of temperature and sources of ignition. Seal the container tightly after use. Product performance is 
best if used within stated expiry period. 

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. Follow 
established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact with clinical 
sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (4,5). 

Reference
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M1953HiCrome™ MRSA Agar Base, Modified
Intended Use:
Recommended for the differentiation and identification of MRSA and MRSE  Staphylococcus species from clinical samples. 
Composition**
Ingredients g / L
Peptone 23.000
Sodium chloride 10.000
Sodium puruvate 5.000
Chromogenic substrate 0.770
Inhibitor mixture 7.000
Agar 15.000
Final pH ( at 25°C) 7.2±0.2

R
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**Formula adjusted, standardized to suit performance parameters

Directions
Suspend 30.38 gram in 500 ml distilled water. Heat to boiling to dissolve the medium completely. DO NOT AUTOCLAVE. 
Cool to 45-50°C. Aseptically add sterile rehydrated contents of 1 vial of MeRS Selective Supplement (FD229) or CF Selective 
Supplement II (FD259) or both in combination for more selectivity as desired. Mix well and pour into sterile Petri plates.

Principle And Interpretation
MRSA is a resistant variation of the common bacterium Staphylococcus aureus and MRSE is a resistant variation of the 
common bacterium Staphylococcus epidermidis. Staphylococcus aureus  is an invasive pathogen that can cause disease in 
almost any tissue or organ in the human body, primarily in compromised individuals (1,2). Staphylococcal infections were 
earlier treated using Penicillin. But over the years resistance to this drug developed. Methicillin was the next drug of choice. 
While methicillin is very effective in treating most Staphylococcus infections, some strains have developed resistance to 
methicillin and can no longer be killed by this antibiotic. These resistant bacteria are called Methicillin Resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) (3).

Patients with breaks in their skin due to wounds, indwelling catheters or burns are those with certain risk of developing MRSA 
infection. Spread of MRSA infections can be controlled to a great extent by maintaining personal hygiene after interaction with 
an MRSA infected person (3).

Peptone provide the essential nutrients along with carbonaceous, nitrogenous and Vitamin B complex nutrients. The 
chromogenic mixture incorporated in the medium is specifically cleaved by Staphylococcus aureus  to give green coloured 
colonies. Sodium pyruvate enhances the growth of Staphylococcus  species. Sodium chloride in the medium helps to maintain 
the osmotic equilibrium of the medium. High concentration of sodium chloride also helps in inhibiting the accompanying 
microflora. Cefoxitin is recommended to use for selective isolation of MRSA. The medium is made selective for MRSA by the 
addition of MeRS Selective Supplement (FD229) or CF Selective Supplement II (FD259) or both in combination.

Type of specimen 
Clinical samples - Mouth, skin lesions, intestine, upper respiratory tract of humans, urine, wound samples, etc.

Specimen Collection and Handling
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (4,5). 
After use, contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding.

Warning and Precautions
In Vitro diagnostic use only. For professional use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear 
protective gloves/protective clothing/eye protection/face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while 
handling specimens and culture. Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while 
handling clinical specimens. Safety guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.
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Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.

Performance and Evaluation
Performance of the medium is expected when used as per the direction on the label within the expiry period when stored 
at recommended temperature.
Quality Control
Appearance
Cream to beige homogeneous free flowing powder
Gelling
Firm, comparable with 1.5% Agar gel
Colour and Clarity of prepared medium
Light purple, clear to slightly opalescent gel forms in Petri plates
Reaction
Reaction of 6.08% w/v aqueous solution 25°C. pH : 7.2±0.2
pH
7.00-7.40
Cultural Response
Cultural characteristics observed with added MeRS Selective Supplement (FD229) or CF Selective Supplement II (FD259) or 
both after an incubation at 35-37°C for 18-48 hours.

Organism Inoculum Growth 
(CFU)

Recovery Colour of
Colony

Growth w/
FD229 or
FD259 or both

Recovery w/
FD229 or
FD259 or both

Escherichia coli ATCC 
25922 (00013*)

poor-good50-100 30-40%   purpleinhibited 0%

Staphylococcus aureus, 
MRSA ATCC 43300

luxuriant50-100 >=50%   greenluxuriant >=50%

Staphylococcus epidermidis, 
MRSE

luxuriant50-100 >=50%    blueluxuriant >=50%

Staphylococcus xylosus 
ATCC 29971

luxuriant50-100 >=50% inhibited 0%

Enterococcus faecalis 
ATCC 29212 (00087*)

none-poor50-100 <=10% inhibited 0%

    blue

Key : (*) Corresponding WDCM numbers

Storage and Shelf Life
Store between 15-25°C in a tightly closed container and the prepared medium at 2-8°C. Use before expiry date on 
the label. On opening, product should be properly stored dry, after tightly capping the bottle in order to prevent lump 
formation due to the hygroscopic nature of the product. Improper storage of the product may lead to lump formation. 
Store in dry ventilated area protected from extremes of temperature and sources of ignition Seal the container tightly 
after use. Product performance is best if used within stated expiry period. 

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. Follow 
established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact with 
clinical sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (4,5).

1. Some intermediate strains may show poor growth due to nutritional variations and resistance to methicillin/cefoxitin.
2. Slight colour variation may be observed depending upon the utilization of the substrate by the organism.
3. Further confirmation must be carried out by sensitivity testing.

Limitations
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2. Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus aureus Copyright ã 1997-2005 Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety,
Sept 19th, 2005.
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1.DWorkin M et. al 2006. The Prokaryotes (a Handbook on the Biology of Bacteria) 3rd ed, Vol. 2, page 345.
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M2099HiCrome™ CarbaResist Agar Base
Intended Use:
Recommended for isolation and differentiation of Carbapenem resistant  Enterobactericeae from clinical samples. 
Composition**
Ingredients
Acicase# 24.000
Chromogenic mixture 1.500
Agar 17.000
Final pH ( at 25°C) 7.2±0.2

R

Technical Data

**Formula adjusted, standardized to suit performance parameters
# Casein Acid Hydrolysate
Directions
Suspend 42.50 gram in 1000 ml purified / distilled water. Heat to boiling to dissolve the medium completely. Sterilize 
by autoclaving at 15lbs pressure (121°C) for 15 minutes. Cool to 45-50°C. Aseptically add rehydrated content of 1 
vial of Carba Selective Supplement (FD357). Mix well and pour into sterile Petri plates.

Principle And Interpretation
HiCrome™ CarbaResist Agar Base is a chromogenic medium designed for the detection and differentiation 
of Carbapenemase producing Enterobacteriaceae species. Carbapenems are the last line of defense against invasive or 
serious infections and are used to treat these life threatening infections that are caused by gram negative, drug resistant 
pathogens (1). Production of carbapenemase enzyme results in resistance to penicillins, cephalosporins (i.e. 
cefepime, ceftriaxone), carbapenems (i.e. meropenem, ertapenem) and aztreonam there by making these pathogens 
multi drug resistant. Most carbapenemase producing bacteria are included in the family Enterobacteriaceae, and are thus 
termed as carbapenem resistant Enterobacteriaceae (CRE). Besides the Enterobacteriaceae family, rare strains of 
Pseudomonas aeruginosa and Acinetobacter baumannii have also been found to produce catrbapenemase (1,2,3).

Acicase provide nitrogenous and carbonaceous compounds, long chain amino acids, sulphur and other essential 
nutrients. Chromogenic mixture incorporated helps in colour differentiation. The chromogenic substrates are specifically 
cleaved by enzyme ß-D-galactosidase produced by colistin resistant E.coli resulting in pink to purple coloured colonies. 
Whereas colistin resistant K. pneumoniae cleaves the other chromogenic substrate producing metallic blue coloured 
colonies. Pseudomonas species produce colourless colonies or  may produce with light greenish pigment. The medium is 
intended to be used as a screening medium. Isolates should be tested further for Carbapenem  susceptibility following CLSI 
guidelines. 

Type of specimen
Clinical Samples

Specimen Collection and Handling
For clinical samples follow appropriate techniques for handling specimens as per established guidelines (5,6). 
After use, contaminated materials must be sterilized by autoclaving before discarding.

Warning and Precautions
In Vitro diagnostic use only. Read the label before opening the container. Wear protective gloves/protective 
clothing/eye protection/face protection. Follow good microbiological lab practices while handling specimens and culture. 
Standard precautions as per established guidelines should be followed while handling clinical specimens. Safety 
guidelines may be referred in individual safety data sheets.

Limitations
1.
2.

Final identification must be carried out by biochemical tests or antibiotic susceptibility as per CLSI. 
Some intermediate strains of carbapenem  may show poor growth.

g / L
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Performance and Evaluation
Performance of the medium is expected when used as per the direction on the label within the expiry period when stored 
at recommended temperature.

Quality Control
Appearance
Cream to yellow homogeneous free flowing powder
Gelling
Firm, comparable with 1.7% agar gel.
Colour and Clarity of prepared medium
Light amber coloured clear to slight opalscent gel froms in Petri plates.
Reaction
Reaction of 4.25% w/v aqueous solution at 25°C. pH : 7.2±0.2
pH
7.00-7.40
Cultural Response
Cultural characteristics observed after incubation at 35-37°C for 18 -24 hours.
Organism Inoculum

(CFU)
Growth Recovery Colour of

Colony

50 -100 luxuriant >=50 % metallic blue

Carba  Sensitive 
Enterobactericeae

50 -100 luxuriant >=50 %

>=104 inhibited 0 %

pink-purple

>=104 inhibited 0 % -Enterococcus faecalis 
29212 (00087*)
Key: (*) Corresponding WDCM numbers

Storage and Shelf Life
Store between 15-25°C and prepared medium on receipt at 2-8°C. Use before expiry date on the label. On opening, product 
should be properly stored dry, after tightly capping the bottle in order to prevent lump formation due to the hygroscopic 
nature of the product. Improper storage of the product may lead to lump formation. Store in dry ventilated area protected 
from extremes of temperature and sources of ignition Seal the container tightly after use. Product performance is best if 
used within stated expiry period.

Disposal
User must ensure safe disposal by autoclaving and/or incineration of used or unusable preparations of this product. Follow
established laboratory procedures in disposing of infectious materials and material that comes into contact with clinical
sample must be decontaminated and disposed of in accordance with current laboratory techniques (4,5).

-

Carba Resistant 
Klebsiella pneumoniae 
ATCC BAA 1705 

Carba Resistant 
Klebsiella pneumoniae 
NCTC 13438

Carba Resistant 
Escherichia coli

50 -100 luxuriant >=50 % metallic blue

Reference
1. Samra, Z., 2008, J. Clin. Microbiol; Vol. 146, P.3110-3111.
2. Hindiyeth, M., et. al. 2008, J. Clin. Microbiol.; Vol. 46, p.2879 -2883.
3. Pillai D.R. et.al. 2009. Emerg. Infect. Dis; Vol. 15, P.827-829.
4. Isenberg, H.D. Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook. 2nd Edition.
5. Jorgensen, J.H., Pfaller , M.A., Carroll, K.C., Funke, G., Landry, M.L., Richter, S.S and Warnock., D.W.(2015) Manual 
of Clinical Microbiology, 11th Edition. Vol. 1.
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Bacitracin     B 10 units SD003 

Bacitracin  B 10 units discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial cultures
as per Bauer-Kirby Method  

Composition  
*Ingredients  Concentration 
Bacitracin     10 units/disc 

Susceptibility Test Procedure: 
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Interpretation: 
Use following interpretive criteria for susceptibility categorization. 

Sensitive Intermediate Resistant 
Antimicrobial agent Interpretative criteria for mm or more mm mm or less 
Bacitracin   
10 units Staphylococcus 8 9-12 13

Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "B 10" on centre of each side of the disc.   

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm) 
S.aureus  (25923) 12-22

Storage and Shelf-life: 
Discs should always be stored at -20°C to +8°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

Note :   
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test  
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) 
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117) 
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood 
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025) 

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2,

Feb-2022.
3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Disclaimer :

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in this
and other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development work
and is to the best of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to specifications
and information related to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal diagnostic or therapeutic use but for
laboratory, research or further manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not be considered
as a warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.
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Colistin          CL  10 mcg SD009 
(Methane Sulphonate)   

Colistin (Methane Sulphonate)  CL 10 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing  
of bacterial cultures as per Kirby-Bauer Method  

Composition  
*Ingredients Concentration 
Colistin 10 mcg/disc 
(Methane Sulphonate)

Susceptibility Test Procedure: 
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Kirby-Bauer Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Kirby-Bauer Method, standardized 
reference procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically 
updated by the CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical 
testing, the method to be followed is the same as mentioned above. 

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 
• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "CL 10" on centre of each side of the disc. 

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm) 
E.coli  (25922) 11-15

P.aeruginosa  (27853) 11-15

Storage and Shelf-life: 
Discs should always be stored at -20°C to +8°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2,

Feb-2022.

3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.

Note : 
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test 
For rapidly growing aerobic organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) 
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117) 
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood 
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025) 

* Not for Medicinal Use

HiMedia Laboratories Pvt. Ltd. Corporate Office : C-40, Road No.21Y, MIDC, Wagle Industrial Area, Thane (W) - 400604, India. 
Customer care No.: 022-6147 1919 Email: techhelp@himedialabs.com Website: www.himedialabs.com 

Revision : 03 / 2022 

Disclaimer : 

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in this 
and other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development work 
and is to the best of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to specifications 
and information related to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal diagnostic or therapeutic use but for 
laboratory, research or further manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not be considered 
as a warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents. 
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 SD040 Cefotaxime      CTX    30 mcg 
(Cephotaxime) 
Cefotaxime (Cephotaxime)  CTX 30 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial 
cultures as per Kirby-Bauer Method 
Composition  
Ingredients  Concentration 
Cefotaxime      30 mcg/disc 
(Cephotaxime) 

Susceptibility Test Procedure: 
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Kirby-Bauer  Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth
of about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Kirby-Bauer Method, standardized 
reference procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically 
updated by the CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical 
testing, the method to be followed is the same as mentioned above. 

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.

However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 
• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.



Interpretation: 
Use following interpretive criteria for susceptibility categorization* 

Sensitive Intermediate Resistant 
Antimicrobial agent Interpretative criteria for mm or more mm mm or less 

Enterobacteriaceae 26 23-25 22

P.aeruginosa, Acientobacter &  Staphylococcus 23 15-22 14
Haemophilus influenzae & Haemophilus 
parainfluenzae 26 - -

Neisseria meningitidis 34 - -

Neisseria gonorhoeae 31 - -

Streptococcus spp. Viridians group 28 26-27 25

Cefotaxime 
(Cephotaxime) 

 CTX   30 mcg 

Streptococcus spp. beta haemolytic gruop 24 - -

Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "CTX  30" on centre of each side of the disc. 

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 18 hours incubation 
at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm)* 
E.coli (25922) 29 - 35 
S.aureus  (25923) 25 - 31 
P.aeruginosa  (27853) 18 - 22 

*           = Interpretive criteria & QC ranges as per CLSI standards.

Storage and Shelf-life: 
On receipt discs should always be stored at -20°C  under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

Disclaimer :

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in this
and other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development work
and is to the best of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to specifications
and information related to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal diagnostic or therapeutic use but for
laboratory, research or further manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not be considered
as a warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.
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1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2,
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3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.
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Cefalexin (Cephalexin)    CN      30 mcg SD048 

Cefalexin (Cephalexin)  CN  30 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial cultures 
as per Bauer-Kirby Method 

Composition  
*Ingredients Concentration 
Cefalexin (Cephalexin)  30 mcg/disc 

Susceptibility Test Procedure: 
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "CN  30" on centre of each side of the disc. 

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm) 
E. coli (25922) 15-21

References: 

Storage and Shelf-life: 
On receipt discs should always be stored at -20°C  under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

Note :   
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test  
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) 
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117) 
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood 
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025) 

* Not for Medicinal Use

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2,

Feb-2022.
3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.
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Ceftazidime         CAZ  30 mcg    SD062 

Ceftazidime  CAZ 30 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial cultures
as per Bauer-Kirby Method  

Composition  
*Ingredients      Concentration
Ceftazidime                   30 mcg/disc

Susceptibility Test Procedure:
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Interpretation: 
Use following interpretive criteria for susceptibility categorization* 

Sensitive Intermediate Resistant 
Antimicrobial agent Interpretative criteria for mm or more mm mm or less 

Enterobacteriaceae, B.cepacia  21 18-20 17

P.aeruginosa, Acientobacter & Staphylococcus 18 15-17 14
Haemophilus influenzae & Haemophilus 
parainfluenzae 26 - - 

Ceftazidime          
30 mcg 

Neisseria gonorhoeae 31 - - 

Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "CAZ 30" on centre of each side of the disc. 

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm)* 
E.coli (25922) 25-32

S.aureus  (25923) 16-20
P.aeruginosa  (27853) 22-29

    

Storage and Shelf-life: 
On receipt discs should always be stored at -20°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 

* = Interpretive criteria & QC ranges as per CLSI standards.

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

Note :   
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test  
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) 
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117) 
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood 
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025) 

* Not for Medicinal Use

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2,

Feb-2022.
3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.

K.pneumonaie   (700603) 10-18
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Pefloxacin       PF       5 mcg SD070 

Pefloxacin   PF  5 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial cultures
 as per Bauer-Kirby Method 

Composition  
*Ingredients Concentration
Pefloxacin  5 mcg/disc

Susceptibility Test Procedure:
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "PF   5" on centre of each side of the disc. 

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm) 
E. coli (25922) 29-33

S.aureus (25923) 24-28
P.aeruginosa (27853) 17-21

Storage and Shelf-life: 
Discs should always be stored at -20°C to +8°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

Note :
Use fo llowing media to carry out susceptibility test
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) 
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117)
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood 
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025)

* Not for Medicinal Use

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2, Feb-2022.

3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.
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Colistin (Methane Sulphonate)    CL      50 mcg SD097 

Colistin (Methane Sulphonate)  CL  50 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial 
cultures as per Bauer-Kirby Method 

Composition  
*Ingredients Concentration 
Colistin (Methane Sulphonate) 50 mcg/disc 

Susceptibility Test Procedure:
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "CL  50" on centre of each side of the disc. 

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm) 
E. coli (25922) 11-15

P.aeruginosa (27853) 11-15

Storage and Shelf-life: 
Discs should always be stored at -20°C to +8°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2, Feb-2022.

3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.
Note :
Use fo llowing media to carry out susceptibility test
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084)
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117)
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025)
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Gentamicin    GEN      30 mcg SD170 

Gentamicin  GEN  30 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial cultures as per 
Bauer-Kirby Method 

Composition  
*Ingredients Concentration 
 Gentamicin 30 mcg/disc 

Susceptibility Test Procedure: 
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "GEN  30" on centre of each side of the disc. 

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm) 
E. faecalis (29212) 12-18

Storage and Shelf-life: 
Discs should always be stored at -20°C to +8°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data
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Note :
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084)
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117)
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025)

* Not for Medicinal Use

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2,

Feb-2022.
3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.
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Fusidic acid           FC    10 mcg SD171 

Fusidic acid  FC   10 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial cultures
as per Bauer-Kirby Method  

Composition  
*Ingredients      Concentration
Fusidic acid       10 mcg/disc

Susceptibility Test Procedure:
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "FC  10" on centre of each side of the disc.   

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm)* 
S.aureus (25923) 24-32

Storage and Shelf-life: 
Discs should always be stored at -20°C to +8°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 

* = QC ranges as per CLSI standards.

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

Note :   
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test  
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) 
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117) 
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood 
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025) 

* Not for Medicinal Use

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2, Feb-2022.

3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.
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S.aureus (29213 26-32



Pipemidic Acid       PA       30 mcg SD175 

Pipemidic Acid   PA   30 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial cultures 
as per Bauer-Kirby Method 

Composition  
*Ingredients Concentration
Pipemidic Acid  30 mcg/disc

Susceptibility Test Procedure:
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "PA   30" on centre of each side of the disc. 

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm) 
E. coli (25922) 18-25

S.aureus (25923) 13-19
P.aeruginosa (27853) 11-16

Storage and Shelf-life: 
Discs should always be stored at -20°C to +8°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2,

Feb-2022.
3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.
Note :   
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test  
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) 
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117) 
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood 
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025) 

* Not for Medicinal Use

CE Marking 

Storage temperature 

Do not use if package is 
damaged 

HiMedia Laboratories Pvt. Limited, 
C-40, Road No.21Y, MIDC, Wagle 
Industrial Area, Thane (W) 
-400604, MS, India 

CE Partner 4U ,Esdoornlaan 13, 3951 
DB Maarn The Netherlands, 
www.cepartner 4u.eu 

IVD In vitro diagnostic medical 

device 

Disclaimer :

User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in this
and other related HiMedia™ publications. The information contained in this publication is based on our research and development work
and is to the best of our knowledge true and accurate. HiMedia™ Laboratories Pvt Ltd reserves the right to make changes to specifications
and information related to the products at any time. Products are not intended for human or animal diagnostic or therapeutic use but for
laboratory, research or further manufacturing use only, unless otherwise specified. Statements contained herein should not be considered
as a warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.

Revision : 02 / 2022

HiMedia Laboratories Pvt. Ltd. Corporate Office : C-40, Road No.21Y, MIDC, Wagle Industrial Area, Thane (W) - 400604, India. 
Customer care No.: 022-6147 1919 Email: techhelp@himedialabs.com Website: www.himedialabs.com



 

Ceftazidime/Clavulanic acid    CAC      30/10 mcg  SD207 
        
Ceftazidime/Clavulanic acid  CAC  30/10 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of 
bacterial cultures as per Bauer-Kirby Method and also in detection of ESBL Strains.
 
Composition  
*Ingredients   Concentration 
 Ceftazidime/Clavulanic acid  30/10 mcg/disc 
 
Susceptibility Test Procedure: 

1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms 
as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of 
about 4 mm. 

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011) 
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the 
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175% 
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as 
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other 
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm) 

3.  Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and 
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid. 
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle 
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place. 

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the 
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps. 

5.  Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins 
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart. 

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For 
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time. 

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the 
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297) 

 
Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature. 
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified. 

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "CAC  30/10" on centre of each side of the 
disc.       

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm) 
E. coli (25922) 27-34

>=23     K.pneumoniae (700603)

References: 

Storage and Shelf-life: 
On receipt discs should always be stored at -20°C  under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

Note :
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084)
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117)
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025)

* Not for Medicinal Use

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2,

Feb-2022.
3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.
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Teicoplanin           TEI     30 mcg SD213 

Teicoplanin  TEI  30 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial cultures
as per Bauer-Kirby Method   

Composition  
*Ingredients Concentration 
Teicoplanin 30 mcg /disc 

Susceptibility Test Procedure: 
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for 2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare
the inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of
1.175%barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate
further as necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be
standardized by other appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Interpretation: 
Use following interpretive criteria for susceptibility categorization* 

Sensitive Intermediate Resistant 
Antimicrobial agent Interpretative criteria for mm or more mm mm or less 
Teicoplanin 
30 mcg Staphylococcus & Enterococcus 14 11-13 10

Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "TEI  30" on centre of each side of the disc.   

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm)* 
S.aureus (25923) 15-21

           
Storage and Shelf-life: 
Discs should always be stored at -20°C to +8°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 

* = Interpretive criteria & QC ranges as per CLSI standards.

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2,

Feb-2022.

3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.
Note : 
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test 
For rapidly growing aerobic organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) 
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117) 
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood 
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025) 

* Not for Medicinal Use
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E.faecalis (29212) 15-21



Cefepime/Clavulanic acid    CFC      30/10 mcg SD234 

Cefepime/Clavulanic acid  CFC  30/10mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial 
cultures as per Kirby-Bauer Method.

Concentration 
Composition 
Ingredients 
Cefepime/Clavulanic acid  30/10 mcg/disc 

Susceptibility Test Procedure: 
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms 

as per Kirby-Bauer Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of 
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011) 
and incubate at 35-37°C for 2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the 
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as 
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other 
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and 
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid. 
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle 
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the 
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins 
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For 
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the 
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "CFC  30/10" on centre of each side of 
the disc.       

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm) 
E. coli (25922) 32-40

S.aureus (25923) 24-30
P.aeruginosa (27853) 25-31

References: 
1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance Standards for Antimicrobial Disk Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 30th Ed., CLSI Vol.- 40 

No.1, Jan-2020.

Storage and Shelf-life: 
On receipt discs should always be stored at -20°C  under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data
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User must ensure suitability of the product(s) in their application prior to use. Products conform solely to the information contained in this
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as a warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, and no liability is accepted for infringement of any patents.
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Streptomycin  HLS     300mcg SD236 

Streptomycin  HLS  300mcg discs are used for screening of high-level Aminoglycosides Resistance (HLAR) 

Composition  
*Ingredients Concentration 
Streptomycin 300mcg /disc 

Susceptibility Test Procedure: 
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Interpretation: 
Use following interpretive criteria for susceptibility categorization*

Sensitive Intermediate Resistant 
Antimicrobial agent Interpretative criteria for mm or more mm mm or less 
Streptomycin 
300mcg Enterococcus 10 7-9 6

Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "HLS  300" on centre of each side of the 
disc.       

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm) 
E.faecalis  (29212) 14-20*

Storage and Shelf-life: 
Discs should always be stored at -20°C to +8°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 

However,during past few decades, enterococci resistant to multiple antimicrobial agents have been recognized, 
including strains resistant to Vancomycin, β-Lactams and aminoglycosides, making it a formidable nosocomial 
pathogen.Such strains are not detected by routine disc diffusion. Hence, several alternative methods have been 
proposed  for detection of HLAR.These methods are: agar screening, high content discs and broth dilution.
 High content discs for screening of high-level Aminoglycosides Resistance are Gentamicin (120 µg) & 
Streptomycin (300 µg).

  

                     * = Interpretive criteria & QC ranges as per CLSI standards.

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2, Feb-2022.

3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.
Note :
Use fo  llowing media to carry out susceptibility test
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084)
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117)
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025)

* Not for Medicinal Use

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.
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Ceftriaxone/Sulbactam    CIS      30/15 mcg SD261 

Ceftriaxone/Sulbactam  CIS  30/15 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial 
cultures as per Bauer-Kirby Method 

Composition  
*Ingredients Concentration 
Ceftriaxone/Sulbactam 30/15 mcg/disc 

Susceptibility Test Procedure: 
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "CIS  30/15" on centre of each side of the 
disc.       

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm) 
E. coli (25922) 31-37

S.aureus (25923) 24-30
P.aeruginosa (27853) 16-21

 

References: 

Storage and Shelf-life: 
On receipt discs should always be stored at -20°C  under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

Note :   
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test  
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) 
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117) 
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood 
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025) 

* Not for Medicinal Use
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damaged 
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C-40, Road No.21Y, MIDC, Wagle 
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1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2,

Feb-2022.
3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.
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Tigecycline             TGC     15 mcg SD278 

Tigecycline  TGC  15 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial cultures
as per Bauer-Kirby Method  

Composition  
*Ingredients Concentration 
Tigecycline  15 mcg /disc 

Susceptibility Test Procedure: 
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "TGC  15" on centre of each side of the disc. 

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm) * 
E.coli (25922) 20-27

S.aureus (25923) 20-25
P.aeruginosa (27853) 9-13

   

Storage and Shelf-life: 
Discs should always be stored at -20°C to +8°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 

* =  QC ranges as per CLSI standards.

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

Disclaimer :

Note :   
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test  
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) 
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117) 
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood 
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025) 

* Not for Medicinal Use



Ertapenem           ETP   10 mcg SD280 

Ertapenem  ETP  10 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial cultures
as per Bauer-Kirby Method  

Composition  
*Ingredients      Concentration 
Ertapenem   10 mcg/disc 

Susceptibility Test Procedure: 
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of
about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Interpretation: 
Use following interpretive criteria for susceptibility categorization*

Sensitive Intermediate Resistant 
Antimicrobial agent Interpretative criteria for mm or more mm mm or less 

Enterobacteriaceae 22 19-21 18

Staphylococcus 19 16-18 15Ertapenem      
10 mcg 

Haemophilus influenzae & Haemophilus 
parainfluenzae 19 -

- 
Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "ETP  10" on centre of each side of the disc. 

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm)* 
E.coli  (25922) 29-36

S.aureus  (25923) 24-31
P.aeruginosa  (27853) 13-21

        
Storage and Shelf-life: 
On receipt discs should always be stored at -20°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 

* = Interpretive criteria & QC ranges as per CLSI standards.

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

Note :   
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test  
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) 
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117) 
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood 
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025) 

* Not for Medicinal Use

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2,

Feb-2022.
3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.
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Doripenem           DOR  10 mcg                   SD283  
      
Doripenem  DOR 10 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of bacterial cultures
as per Bauer-Kirby Method   
 
Composition  
*Ingredients      Concentration 
Doripenem                10 mcg/disc 
  
Susceptibility Test Procedure: 

1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms 
as per Bauer-Kirby Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth of 
about 4 mm. 

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011) 
and incubate at 35-37°C for2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the 
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175% 
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as 
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other 
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm) 

3.  Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and 
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid. 
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle 
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place. 

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the 
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps. 

5.  Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins 
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart. 

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For 
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time. 

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the 
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297) 

 
Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Bauer-Kirby Method, standardized reference 
procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically updated by the 
CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical testing, the method to 
be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature. 
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified. 

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Interpretation: 
Use following interpretive criteria for susceptibility categorization* 

Sensitive Intermediate Resistant  
Antimicrobial agent Interpretative criteria for mm or more mm mm or less 

Enterobacteriaceae 23 20-22 19 

P.aeruginosa 19 16-18 15 

Staphylococcus 30 - - 
Doripenem          
10 mcg 

Haemophilus influenzae & Haemophilus 
parainfluenzae 16 - - 

 
Quality Control: 
 
Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "DOR 10" on centre of each side of the disc.             
 
Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 
 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm)*                          
E.coli  (25922) 27-35 

S.aureus  (25923) 33-42 
P.aeruginosa  (27853) 28-35 

             

Storage and Shelf-life: 
On receipt discs should always be stored at -20°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 
 
References: 

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493 
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, CLSI Vol. 32 No.3, Jan 2012. 

  

        * = Interpretive criteria & QC ranges as per CLSI standards.       
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Note :   
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test  
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) 
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117) 
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood 
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025) 

* Not for Medicinal Use



Caspofungin CAS 5 mcg SD298 

Caspofungin CAS 5 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of fungal cultures 
as per Kirby-Bauer Method.  

Composition 
*Ingredients Concentration 
Caspofungin 5mcg/disc 

Susceptibility Test Procedure: 
Preparation of Inoculum: 

1. Inoculum is prepared by picking five distinct colonies of approximately 1mm from 24 hours old
culture grown on Sabouraud Dextrose Agar (M063) and incubated at 35 ± 2°C. Colonies are
suspended in 5ml of sterile 0.85% Saline.

2. Vortex the resulting suspension and adjust the turbidity to yield 1 x 106 - 5 x 106 cells /ml (i.e. 0.5
McFarland standard).

Test Procedure: 
1. Prepare plates with Muller Hinton Agar + 2% Glucose + 0.5 mcg/ml Methylene Blue Dye

(M1825) for carrying out susceptibility of antifungal discs. The medium in the plates should be
sterile and have a depth of about 4 mm.

2. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum
(turbidity so adjusted, as to obtain semi confluent growth on the petri plate) and rotate the soaked
swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid. Streak the entire agar
surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle between each
streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

3. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart.
4. Invert the plates and place in an incubator set to 35 ± 2°C within 15 minutes after the discs are

applied.
5. Examine each plate after 20 - 24 hours of incubation. If plate was satisfactorily streaked the

resulting zones of inhibition will be uniformly circular and there will be a semi-confluent lawn of
growth. Read at 48 hours only when insufficient growth is observed after 24 hours incubation.

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique  in most  clinical  laboratories.  The  results  of  these  tests  are used for selection  of  the most 
appropriate  antimicrobial  agent(s)  for  treatment  against  the  infectious  organisms.  Till the  1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Kirby- Bauer Method, standardized 
reference procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically 
updated by the CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical 
testing, the method to be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf. 
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Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "CAS 5" on centre of each side of the disc. 

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Muller Hinton Agar + 2% Glucose 
+ 0.5 mcg/ml Methylene Blue Dye after 24-48 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures.

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm)* 
C. krusie  ATCC  6258 ** 19-26 

C. parapsilosis  ATCC 22019 14-23 
C. albicans ATCC 90028 18-27 
C. tropicalis ATCC 750 20-27 

** = C. krusie ATCC 6258 is now known as Issatchenkia orientalis ATCC 6258 
*Q.C. Strains recommended by CLSI.

Storage and Shelf-life: 
Discs should always be stored at -20°C to +8°C under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack. Use before expiry date on the label. 

References: 
1. Method for Antifungal Disk Diffusion Susceptibility Testing of Yeasts; Approved Guidelines-Third

edition Vol.38 No.24, Dec- 2018 CLSI document M44-A2. For more details refer to this volume
2. Zone Diameter Interpretive Standards, Corresponding Minimal Inhibitory Concentration (MIC)

Interpretive Breakpoints, and Quality Control Limits for Antifungal Disk Diffusion Susceptibility
Testing of Yeasts, Third International Supplement CLSI document - M44-S3-Aug 2009.

3. Performance Standards of Antifungal Susceptibility Testing of Yeasts; Second Edition. M60-
E02, Vol.40, No.8, Jan-2020.

* Not for Medicinal Use
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Cefotaxime/Clavulanic acid    CEC      30/10 mcg SD724 

Cefotaxime/Clavulanic acid CEC 30/10 mcg discs are used for antimicrobial susceptibility testing of 
bacterial cultures as per Kirby- Bauer Method and also in detection of ESBL Strains.

Composition  
* Concentration Ingredients
Cefotaxime/Clavulanic acid  30/10 mcg/disc 

Susceptibility Test Procedure:
1. Prepare plates with Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) for rapidly growing aerobic organisms

as per Kirby- Bauer Method. The medium in the plates should be sterile and should have a depth
of about 4 mm.

2. Inoculate 4-5 similar colonies with a wire, needle or loop to 5 ml Tryptone Soya Broth (M011)
and incubate at 35-37°C for 2-8 hours until light to moderate turbidity develops. Compare the
inoculum turbidity with that of standard 0.5 McFarland (prepared by mixing 0.5 ml of 1.175%
barium chloride and 99.5 ml of 0.36N sulfuric acid). Dilute the inoculum or incubate further as
necessary to attain comparative turbidity. Alternatively, the inoculum can be standardized by other
appropriate optical method (0.08 - 0.13 OD turbid suspension at 625 nm)

3. Dip a sterile non-toxic cotton swab on a wooden applicator into the standardized inoculum and
rotate the soaked swab firmly against the upper inside wall of the tube to express excess fluid.
Streak the entire agar surface of the plate with the swab three times, turning the plate at 60° angle
between each streaking. Allow the inoculum to dry for 5 - 15 minutes with lid in place.

4. Apply the discs using aseptic technique. When using cartridges, the discs can be applied using the
specially designed applicator. When the vials are used, apply the discs using sterile forceps.

5. Deposit the discs with centers at least 24 mm apart. For fastidious organisms and for Penicillins
and Cephalosporins, the discs should preferably be deposited with centers 30 mm apart.

6. Incubate immediately at 35 ± 2°C and examine after 16-18 hours or longer, if necessary. For
fastidious organisms incubate at appropriate temperature and time.

7. Measure the zones showing complete inhibition and record the diameters of the zones to the
nearest millimeter using a calibrated instrument like zone scales (PW096/PW297)

Principle: 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) of bacterial and fungal isolates is a common and important 
technique in most clinical laboratories. The results of these tests are used for selection of the most 
appropriate antimicrobial agent(s) for treatment against the infectious organisms. Till the 1950s, 
laboratories were lacking in the methodologies and equipments for the accurate determination of in vitro 
responses of organisms to antimicrobial agents. Bauer et al (1) began the development of standardized 
methods for antimicrobial susceptibility testing, using disc diffusion system. However the susceptibility 
results may not always correlate with the patient's response to therapy. The response of an infected patient 
to antimicrobial agent(s) is a complex interrelationship of host responses, drug dynamics and microbial 
activity. Antimicrobial susceptibility tests are either quantitative or qualitative. Disc diffusion test is a 
qualitative test method. The National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NCCLS), now known 
as Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) has published comprehensive documents regarding the 
disc diffusion systems. The agar disc diffusion test is the most convenient and widely used method for 
routine antimicrobial susceptibility testing. In subsequent and current practice, antimicrobial impregnated 
paper discs are applied onto the agar surface. Based on the Kirby- Bauer Method, standardized 
reference procedures for the disc systems were published by WHO and FDA and are periodically 
updated by the CLSI (formerly NCCLS)(2). For any antimicrobial testing, Quality control or clinical 
testing, the method to be followed is the same as mentioned above. 
However few precautions are to be maintained while handling of the Sensitivity discs, 

• On receipt the discs are to be immediately stored at the recommended temperature.
• Medium preparation, Inoculum preparation and incubation to be done as specified.

Please refer disclaimer Overleaf.



Quality Control: 

Appearance: Filter paper discs of 6mm diameter with printed "CEC  30/10" on centre of each side of the disc.       

Cultural response: Average diameter of zone of inhibition observed on Mueller Hinton Agar (M173) after 
18 hours incubation at 35-37°C for standard cultures. 

Organisms (ATCC) Std. zone of diameter (mm) 
E. coli (25922) 30 - 37 
S.aureus(25923) 29 - 36

References: 

Storage and Shelf-life: 
On receipt discs should always be stored at -20°C  under dry conditions, along with the dessicator provided in 
individual pack.  Use before expiry date on the label. 

HiMedia Laboratories Technical Data

1. Bauer, Kirby, Sherris and Turck, 1966, Am. J. Clin. Path., 45: 493
2. Performance standards of Antimicrobial Disc Susceptibility Tests, M100S, 32nd Ed., CLSI Vol. 42 No.2, Feb-2022.
3. EUCAST, Breakpoint tables for interpretation of MIC's & zone diameters, version 12.0, valid from 01.01.2022.

Note :   
Use following media to carry out susceptibility test  
For rapidly growing aerobic  organisms : Mueller Hinton Agar (M173/M1084) 
For Haemophilus spps : Haemophilus Test Agar (M1259 + FD117) 
For S.pneumoniae : Muller Hinton Agar supplemented with 5% Sheep Blood 
For Neisseria spps : G.C.Agar +1% defined growth supplement (M434 + FD025) 

* Not for Medicinal Use
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