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Between

National Federation of Agricultural Producers from Moldova AGROinform
Chiginau, Moldova

123 V Stefan cel Mare Ave, Chisinau, Republic of Moldova, MD 2004

For provision of
“Extension services on promotion of agroecological approaches to the design and management in transition
to more sustainable food systems in Moldova”

1. Introduction

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (hereinafter referred to as “FA0O”) and
National Federation of Agricultural Producers from Moldova AGROinform (hereinafter referred to as the
“Service Provider”) (together hereinafter referred to as the “Parties”) have agreed that the Service Provider
will provide certain services defined in detail in the attached Annex (the “Services™) which forms an integral
part of this Letter of Agreement (hereinafter the “Agreement”) in support of the under MDF additional funds
To enable the Service Provider to provide the Services, FAO will pay the Service Provider a total amount
not exceeding USD 97 850 ninety-one thousand eight hundred and fifiy US dollar which represents FAO’s
maximum financial liability, into the Service Provider’s account specified in paragraph 2 below.

2. Detailed Banking Instructions
Bank name: BC Victoriabank JSC
Bank country and city: Moldova, Chisinau
Bank branch address: 31 Augusi 1989 streat, nr. 141, Chisinau, Moldova
SWIFT code: VICBMD2X416
Account number: MD79VI000222400100104782USD
Exact bank account holder’s name: National Federation of Agricultural Producers from Moldova
AGROinform
Account currency: USD
Bank branch code or sort code: 416
IBAN number: MD79VI000222400100104782USD

3. Designation of the FAQO Responsible Officer.

Mr. Avetik Nersisyan, Agricultural Officer, FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia (FAQ
REU), Beneczir utca 34., 1068 Budapest, Hungary, e-mail: Avetik Nersisyan@fao.org, is designated the
officer responsible for the management of this Agreement (“Responsible Officer”) on behalf of FAC.

4. Entry into force and pericd of validity.
The Agreement will enter into force upon the date of signature by the Service Provider, by FAQ or on /3
August 2017 whichever of the three dates is the latest and will terminate on 30 June 2018.
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Digitally signed by Bondari Aurelia
Date: 2021.04.02 14:40:54 EEST
Reason: MoldSign Signature
Location: Moldova




5. Purpose

a) The purpose for which the funds provided by FAO under this Agreement shall be used are the
following:

Gbjective. The Services will contribute to the following Organmizational objective - Strategic objective 2 -
Incirease and improve provision of goods and services from agriculture, foresny and fisheries in a
sustainable manner, Organizational QOutpwt 20101 Innovative praciices for sustainable agriculiural
production (including traditional practices that improve susiainability, such as those listed as Globally
Important Agricultural Heritage Systems) are identified, assessed and disseminated and their adoption by
stakeholders is facilitated.

Outputs. The Service Provider will produce, achieve or deliver the following outputs:

{1) Policies, strategies and innovations contributing to sustainable crop production reviewed and support
provided in formulation of sound strategies for establishing an enabling environment for promotion
of sustainable crop, soil and water management and integrated pest management; Existing policies,
stralegies and innovations which could coniribute to sustainable inlensification of crop preduction to
achieve food security reviewed and the missing documents elaborated;

(2) Field study to define the best cropping systems in different agro-ecological zones for adoption and
promotion of CA and IPM carried out;

(3) CA and IPM strategies by farmers and rural communities at the country level promoted;

(4) Awareness raising materials for general public and farmers on new techniques and initiatives such as
farmer-researcher networks to build and strengthen networks for agroecology and sustainable crop
production elaborated and published; Awareness raised on climate change adaptation and mitigation
practices and CSA approach for specific in practices promoted in order to increase resilience to
drought and extreme weather events.

Activities. The Service Provider will undertake the following activities:

Output (1)
- review existing policies, strategles and innovations which could contribute lo sustainable
intensification of crop production to achieve food security;
- develop proposals for improving policies, strategies and innovations which could contribute to
sustainable intensification of crop production to achieve food security;
- conduct stakeholder workshop to present and discuss the proposals;
Qutput (2)
- carry out a field study to define the best cropping systems in different agro-ecological zones for
adoption and promotion of CA;
- carry out a field study to define the best cropping systems in different agro-ecological zones for
adoption and promotion of IPM;
Output (3)
- establish demonstration sites (5), conduct Field Days (15) and exchange visits (3) to promote CA
strategies by farmers and rural communities at the country level;
- establish demonstration sites (5), conduct Field Days (15) and exchange visits (3) to promote IPM
strategies by farmers and rural communities at the country level;



- apply innovative IPM and CA tools in the demonstration trials established, collect and analyse data
from the trials;

- develop training plan, training modules, manuals, guidelines and other extensions materials for
promotion of CA and IPM (et least 10 training modules, as listed in Annex 2);

- prepare and publish farmer-oriented brochures and guidelines for the training sessions (at least three
publications, 150 copies each, as listed in Annex 2);

- translate training modules and materials to Moldavian language and print them for participants (at
least three publications, 150 copies each); conduct training sessions (5 training sessions on CA; 5
training sessions on IPM; 30 field days; 6 exchange visits) for the farmers and extension specialists on
application of monitoring and innovative pest-conirol tools in on-farm trials (train 600 farmers and
extension specialists in total 46 training sessions); enhance and support involvement and participation
of female farmers in the training sessions (at least 40-45% of woman participants in the training
5€8810n8);

Output (4)
- elaborate, print and publish awareness raising materials for general public and farmers on new
techniques and initiatives such as farmer—researcher networks to build and strengthen networks for
agroecology and sustainable crop preduction (as listed in Annex 2);.

Carry out any other activities relevant to this assignment, including ensuring and monitoring women’s
participation.

b) A detailed description of the Services including technical and operational requirements, budget,
work plan and timeframe, performance indicators and means of verification, as well as inputs to
be provided free-of-charge by the Service Provider and FAQ, if any, are set out in detail in the
Annex.

6. General Conditions

a) Funds provided by FAO under this Agreement are to be used by the Service Provider exclusively
for the provision of the Services 1n accordance with the budget set out in the Annex. Neither the
Service Provider nor its personnel nor any other persons providing the Services on its behalf, will
incur any additional commitment or expense on behalf of FAO.

b) The Service Provider will be responsible for all activities related to the provision of the Services
and the acts or omissions of all employees, agents or other representatives, and authorized
subcontractors providing the Services on its behalf. FAO will not be held responsible for any
accident, illness, loss or damage which may occur during the provision of the Services or any
claims, demands, suits, judgements, arsing there from, including for any injury to the Service
Provider’s employees, or to third parties, or any loss of, damage to, or destruction of property of
third parties, arising out of or connected to the Service Provider’s work or performance under this
Agreement.

¢) The Service Provider shall not utilize funds received under this Agreement to subcontract services
or procure items except as specifically provided for in the Annex or as specifically approved in
writing by FAO. Any subcontracting arrangement shall in no way relieve the Service Provider of
the responsibility for the provision/delivery of the Services required under this Agreement.
Subcontracts or procurement of the items set forth in the Annex shall be procured in conformity
with the Service Provider’s own procurement rules and procedurss. The Service Provider
confirms that its procurement rules and procedures, and their implementation, ensure that the
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procurement process is transparent and consistent with generally-accepted principles governing
public sector procurement to obtain best value for money. The Service Provider will ensure that
its agreements with any subcontractor include the obligation to maintain appropriate records for
a period of five years and FAQO’s right to review, audit and have access 1o all documentation and
sites related to the activities carried out in connection with this Agreement.

The Service Provider shall make and thereafter maintain, in compliance with national legislation,
provision for adequate insurance to cover such risks as damage to property and injuries to persons,
as well as third party liability claims.

The personnel assigned by the Service Provider to provide the Services are not considered in any
respect as being employees or agents of FAO. Nothing in this Agreement or in any document or
arrangement relating thereto shall be construed as conferring any privileges or immunities of FAQ
on the Service Provider, its personne} or any other persons providing the Services on its behalf,

Nothing in this Agreement or in any document relating thereto, shall be construed as constituting
a waiver of privileges or immunities of FAQ, or as its acceptance of the jurisdiction of the courts
of any country over disputes arising out of this Agreement.

The present Agreement shall be governced by gencral principles of law, to the exclusion of any
single national system of law. General principles of law shall be deemed to include the
UNIDROIT Principles of International Commercial Contracts of 2010.

In providing the Services, the Service Provider shall conform to all national laws applicable to its
activities and its relations to third parties, including employees. The Service Provider shall
promptly correct any violations thereof and shall keep FAO informed of any conflict or problem
arising in relation to national authorities.

The Service Provider shall observe the highest standard of ethics in providing the Services and
agrees to adhere to the UN Supplier Code of Conduct, which can be viewed at
hitp://www.un.org/depts/ptd/pdf/conduct cnelish.pdf .

The Service Provider confirms that it has not engaged in, nor will engage in, any corrupf,
fraudulent, collusive, coercive, unethical or obstructive practices in entering into or
implementing this Agreement. If FAO determines that the Service Provider has engaged in such
practices, it may impose sanctions, including termination of the Agreement, as provided by
FAO’s Sanctions Procedures
(hitp://www fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/procurement/docs/FAO Vendors Sanctions Policy
-_Procedures.pdf). In addition, information on sanctioned Service Providers and other third
parties may be shared with other Intergovernmental or UN Organizations. This provision must
be included in all subcontracts, sub-agreements or assignments entered into by the Service
Provider under this Agreement.

k) For the purpose of this Agreement, the following terms shall have the following meanings:
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(i) “Fraudulent practice” is any act or omission, including misrepresentation thai
knowingly or recklessly misleads, or attempts to misiead, a party to obtain, financial
and/or other benefit and/or to avoid an obligation.

{ii) “Coercive practice” is impairing or harming, or threatening to impair or harm,

directly or indirecily, any party or the property of the party to influence improperly
the actions of a parmy.

(iii) “Collusive practice” is an arrangement between two or more parties designed 1o
achieve an improper purpose, including to influence improperly the actions of another
party.

(i) “Corrupt practice” is the offering, giving, receiving or soliciting, directly or

indirectly, of anything of value whether tangible or intangible to improperly influence
the actions of another party.

(v) “Unethical practice™ is an act or omission contrary to the conflict of interest, gifts
and hospitality or post-employment FAO policy
(httn./rwww. fao.orgfunfao/procuremeni/codedeconduitethiqgue/en/), as well as any
provisions or other published requirements of doing business with FAQ, including the
UN Supplier Code of Conduct; and

(vi) “Obstructive practice” is an act or omission by the Service Provider or its affiliates,
successors or assigns that may prevent or hinder the work of the Investigation Unit of
the FAQO Office of the Inspector General.

The Service Provider shall take all reasonable precautions to avoid any conflict of interest in the
implementation of the Services and shall inform FAO without delay of any situation constituting
or likely to entail a conflict of interest including any FAQ personnel having an interest of any
kind in the Service Provider’s activities.

In order to enter into an agreement with FAQ, the Service Provider, and any of its agents or
authorized subcontractors, should not be suspended, debarred or otherwise identified as ineligible
by any Intergovernmental or UN Organization, including any organization within the World Bank
Group or any multi-lateral development bank, or by the institutions and bodies of economic
integration organizations (e.g., the European Union). The Service Provider is required to disclose
to FAO whether it, or any of its agents or authorized subcontractors, is subject to any sanction or
temporary suspension imposed by any such organization or National Authority at any time during
the three years prior to this Agreement or at any time throughout the execution of this Agreement.
The Service Provider recognizes that a breach of this provision will entitie FAO to terminate its
Agreement with the Service Provider immediately upon notice to the Service Provider, without
any liability for termination charges or any other liability of any kind of FAO.

Unless authorized in writing by FAO, the Service Provider shall not advertise or otherwise make
public that it has a contractual relationship with FAO, nor shall the Service Provider, in any
manner whatsoever use the name or emblem of FAO, or any abbreviation of the name of FAQ.

All  intellectual property rights, including copyright, in the outputs produced under this
Agreement are vested in FAO, including, without any limitations, the right to use, publish,
translate, sell or distribute, privately or publicly, any item or part thereof. Neither the Service



Provider nor its personnel will communicate to any other person or enfity any confidential
information made known to it by FAO nor will they use this information for private or corporate
advantage. This provision will survive the expiration or termination of this Agreement.

p) To comply with disclosure requirements and enhance transparency, FAO may release and/or
publish the following information about this Agreement: (i) the name and nationality of the
Service Provider; (ii) a brief description and location of the Services provided; and (iii) the
amount of this Agreement. The Service Provider specifically consents to the release and/or
publication of such information. FAO will not release or publish information that could
reasonably be considered confidential or proprietary.

q) The Service Provider shall return to FAO any unexpended funds budgeted and paid by FAO under
this Agreement.

r) This Agreement is not subject to payment by FAO of any levies, taxes, registration duties or any
other duties or charges whatsoever. The Service Provider shall duly pay taxes, duties and other
charges in accordance with prevailing laws and regulations applicable to the Service Provider.

s) The Service Provider agrees to undertake all reasonable efforts to ensure that none of the funds
received from FAQ under this Agreement are used to provide support to individuals or entities i)
associated with terrorism, as included in the list maintained by the Security Council Committes
established pursuant to its Resolutions 1267 (1999) and 1989 (2011) or ii) that are the subject of
sanctions or other enforcement measures promulgated by the United Nations Security Council.
This provision must be included in all subcontracts, sub-agreements or assignments entered into
under this Agreement. The Service Provider acknowledges and agrees that this provision
constitutes an essential term of this A greement and any breach of these obligations and warranties
shall entitle FAO to terminate this Agreement iminediately upon notice to the Service Provider,
without any liability for termination charges or any other liability of any kind of FAO.

t) The Service Provider shall take all appropriate measures to prevent sexual exploitation or abuse
of any beneficiary of the services provided under this Agreement, or to any persons related to
such beneficiaries, by its employees or any other persons engaged and controlled by the Service
Provider to perform any services under this Agreement. For these purposes, sexual activity with
any person less than eighteen years of age shall constitute the sexual exploitation and abuse of
such person. In addition, the Service Provider shall refrain from, and shall take all reasonable and
appropriate measures to prohibit its employees or other persons engaged and controlled by it from
exchanging any money, goods, services, or other things of value, for sexual favours or activities,
or from engaging in any sexual activities that are exploitive or degrading to any beneficiary of
the services provided under this Agreement or to any persons related to such beneficiaries. The
Service Provider acknowledges and agrees that the provisions hereof constitute an essential term
of this Agreement and that any breach of these provisions shall entitle the Organization to
terminate this Agreement immediately upon notice {o the Service Provider, without any liability
for termination charges or any other liability of any kind.

7. Reporting and Record Maintenance Requirements

a) The Service Provider shall submit to the Responsible Officer named in paragraph 3, the Reports
listed in the Annex on the dates set forth therein, including a final report consisting of a narrative
report and financial report (“Final Report™) within 30 days following the completion of the
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b)

d)

Services. The Final Report must be sufficiently detailed to allow certification of deliverables and
of expenditures. The financial report shall be signed and certified as to its correctness by a duly
designated representative of the Service Provider (e.g. executive officer, chief financial officer,
chief accountant or similar).

b) The Service Provider shall keep accuratc financial records and maintain supporting
documentation showing the utilization of inputs and funds under this Agreement and any other
documentation related to the Services for a period of five years following termination or expiry
of the Agreement, during which period FAO, or a person designated by FAQ, or the relevant
auditing authority (e.g. national audit office) shall have the right, at any time, to conduct reviews
and/or audits relating to any aspect of this Agreement. The Service Provider shall provide its full
and timely cooperation with any such review or audit. Fuil and timely cooperation shall include,
but not be limited to, making available employees or agents and granting to FAO or other
designated person or relevant authority, access at reasonable times and conditions to the Service
Provider’s premises or other sites where documentation related to this Agreement is kept or
activities related to this Agreement are carried out.

Delays and Termination

The Agreement shall enter into force upon signature by both Parties and shall remain 1in force until
the Services have been satisfactorily provided or until otherwise terminated in accordance with the
provisions herein.

The Service Provider will carry out the Services in accordance with the work plan and within the
timeframe set forth in the Annex and shall notify FAO of any delays that will prevent delivery of the
Services in accordance with the work plan and within the timeframe set forth in the Annex.

FAO may suspend or cancel all or part of this Agreement, obtain the Services elsewhere and make
corresponding adjustments to any payments that may be due to the Service Provider, if the Service
Provider fails to make delivery, or perform to a standard considered acceptable to FAO. Subject to
consultation with the Service Provider, the determination of FAQ, relating to this provision, shall be
binding.

If at any time during the course of this Agreement it becomes impossible for the parties to perform
any of their obligations for reasons of Force Majeure, that party shall promptly notify the other
writing of the existence of such Force Majeure. The party giving notice is thereby relieved from such
obligations as long as Force Majeure persists. For the purpose of this Agreement, the term “Force
Majeure” shall mean any unforeseeable exceptional situation or event beyond the Parties’ control
which prevents either of them from fulfilling any of their obligations under this Agreement, was not
attributable to error or negligence on their part (or of their personnel, agents, or other representatives,
or authorized subcontractors), and proves insurmountable in spite of all due diligence.

FAQ shall have the right to terminate this Agreement, by written notice to this effect, if it considers
that continued implementation of the Agreement is impossible or impractical:
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b)

(1) for unforeseen causes beyond the control of FAQ;

(i)  in the event of a default or delay on the part of the Service Provider after written notice by
FAQ which provides a reasonable period to remedy the default or delay.

In the event of termination as per 8¢) above, the following shall apply:

(i) termination for unforeseen causes beyond its control, FAQ shall complete all payments for
expenses which have been incurred by the Service Provider up to the effective date of
termination.

(i)  termination due to the Service Provider’s default or delay, the Service Provider shall refund
to FAO any payment already received in respect of Services that have not been performed to
a standard considered acceptable to FAO.

FAO shall have the right to terminate this Agreement, by written notice to this effect, if FAQ
establishes in accordance with its adminstrative procedures:

(i) irregularities, including any corrupt, fraudulent, collusive, coercive, unethical or obstructive
practices in paragraphs 61i)-p) on the part of the Service Provider in relation to this Agreement;
or

(i1) a breach of the reporting requirements in paragraph 7 above.

In the event of termination as per g) above, the Service Provider shall refund to FAQ all payments
that were made on the basis of the irregularity or corrupt, fraudulent, collusive, coercive, unethical
or obstructive practices, or as otherwise determined by FAO to be equitable and take other action as
deemed appropriate by FAO.

Terms of Payment

The payments will be made after certification by the Responsible Officer of the request(s) for
payment as follows:

(1) 1st payment not to exceed USD 25 000 (Twenty five thousand US dollars) upon signature of
the present Agreement;

(i) 2nd payment not to exceed USD 45 000 (Forty five thousand US dollar) upon acceptance by FAO
of the interim progress report

(ii1)  Final payment not to exceed USD 21 850 (twenty one thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars
US dollars) upon acceptance by FAO of the Final Report mentioned under paragraph 7a) above.

The payments will be made in the currency stated in paragraph 1, in accordance with the detailed
banking instructions provided by the Service Provider and defined in paragraph 2.

\,




d)

10.

a)

The Service Provider shall submit each request for payment to the address indicated below:
Mr. Avetik Nersisyan, Agricultural Officer,
FAQ Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia (FAQ REU),
Benczir utca 34., 1068 Budapest, Hungary,
e-mail: Avetik.Nersisyan@fao.org,

FAO enjoys certain privileges and immunities which include exemption from payment of Value
Added Tax ("VAT" or "IVA"), customs duties and importation restrictions.

If the Service Provider fails to submit the Final Report mentioned in 7a) above no later than 30 days
following completion, expiry or termination of this Agreement, FAO may, after provision of due
notice of the default, terminate this Agreement without making the final payment.

Settlement of Disputes

Any dispute between the parties arising out of the interpretation or execution of this Agreement, if
not settled by negotiation between the parties or by another agreed mode of settlement, shall be
submitted at the request of either party, to one conciliator. Should the parties fail to reach agreement
on the name of a sole conciliator, each party shall appoint cne conciliator. The conciliation shall be
carried cut in accordance with the Conciliation Rules of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law, as at present in force.

b) Any dispute not resolved by conciliation shall, at the request of either party, be settled by arbitration

1l.

in accordance with the Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission on International Trade
Law, as at present in force. The arbitral tribunal shall have no authority to award punitive damages.
FAQ and the Service Provider agree to be bound by any arbitration award rendered in accordance
with this article, as the final adjudication of any such dispute.

The parties may request conciliation during the execution of this Agreement and in the period not to
exceed twelve months after the completion, expiry or termination of this Agreement. The partics
may request arbitration not later than ninety days after the termination of the conciliation proceedings.
All dispute resolution proceedings shall be conducted in the language in which the agreement is
drafted provided that it is one of the six official languages of FAO (Arabic, Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish). In cases where the language of the agreement is not an official language of
FAQ, the conciliation or the arbitration proceedings shall be conducted in English.

Amendments.

Any changes or amendments to this Agreement shall be made in writing and on the basis of mutual
consent of the signatories to this Agreement.




Signed on behalf o/né‘ood and

Signature: %ﬁﬂ/w‘«
Date:
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)
Viadimir Ralhmanin
FAQ Assistant Director-General
(=)

Regional Representative for Europe and Central Asia
il ..

a

Date:

Aurelia Bondai
Executive Director
AGROinform

National Federation of Agricultural Producers from Moldova

I'he Service Provider will sign two copies of this Agreement and return one to the Responsible Officer
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